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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
(7:00 p.m)
FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Good eveni ng
everyone. It's nice to be here, and it’s nice to see
all of you, and thank you for com ng out tonight. M
name is Chip Canmeron, and |I’mthe special counsel for
public liaison at the Nuclear Regul atory Comm ssion,

whi ch you're going to hear called NRC tonight. That's

one acronymthat we will use, but we’'ll try not to use a
| ot of acronynms, and if we do, we’'ll explain what they
are.

But it’s nmy pleasure to be the facilitator for
tonight’s nmeeting, and in that role, I'"mjust going to
try to help all of you to have a productive mneeting.
And our subject tonight is the NRC s environmnental
review as part of its evaluation of a |license

application that we received fromthe Louisiana

Enri chnent Conpany -- or Louisiana Enrichnment Services,
LES -- Energy Services. | knewthat the third tinme
woul d be a charm | would get that right. But you’'l

hear LES, and that’s another acronym But they sent an
application into us at the NRC to operate an enrichnent
facility here in the area.

And | just wanted to say a couple of words

about what the neeting process would be |ike tonight
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before we get into the substance of the discussion. Qur
format is going to be basically a two-part format for
the nmeeting, and that matches our objectives tonight.

The first part is we want to give you sone
i nformati on about the NRC process that’s going to be
used to evaluate the LES application and what types of
informati on we | ook at and how the public can
participate in that process and answer any questions
that you have about that process. So we're going to
have three brief NRC presentations on our process, our
eval uation. And then we’'re going to go out to you for
some questions that -- we’re not going to be able to get
to everybody for their questions, because we do have
al ot of people who are signed up to speak

In the second part of the neeting, the second
part of the neeting is our opportunity to listen to you,
to your advice, to your recomendati ons and concerns
that you m ght have. And we’re going to have people
come up front and spend a few mi nutes each and talk to
us tonight. W are taking witten comments al so on the
environnmental issues that we're going to ask you to talk
about tonight, benefits as well as other issues of
concern. But we wanted to be here personally with you
tonight. | want to assure you that anything you say

tonight will carry the sane anount of weight as the
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witten coment.

You may hear things tonight fromeither the NRC
staff or others in the audience, in the comunity that
may informa witten comment that you want to submt, or
it may stinulate you to send in a witten coment. But
we are taking whatever is said tonight on the record.

Al eta over here is our stenographer. There will be a
transcript avail able of the neeting for whonever wants
to look at it.

And let nme say before | forget, | just want to
t hank Mayor Brown and the City of Eunice for allow ng us
to use the Conmunity Center tonight. And also a special
thanks to the students from Euni ce Hi gh School who are
with us who are nmaking a videotape of the neeting
toni ght, and that videotape will be available. So thank
you to the students fromthe high school for doing that.

Gound rules for the neeting are fairly sinple.
When we get to the question period, if you have a
question, just signal ne, and I'll bring you this
cordl ess m crophone. And pl ease give us your nane and
affiliation, if appropriate. Ask your question, and
we' Il try to get an answer to the question.

When we go to the second part of the neeting
where we’'re going to have you give us your comrents, |’'m

goi ng ask you to conme up here. If that is difficult in
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some way, | can bring you this cordless m ke and you can
speak fromwhere you are. But | think it would be nice
in nost cases for the people to see you speaki ng.

| would ask both in your questions and in your
comments to try to use a little brevity. | knowthat’s
hard on issues like this, but we have a | ot of people
who want to talk. So | want to nmake sure that we get to
everybody. So that neans that when you nake your forma
comments, please try to keep it to the five-mnute
range, and then that way we nmay get out of here before
the sun comes up tonorrow as |'msure it’s going to do.
But just try to be brief, and | would ask that only one
person -- when we’'re in discussion, only one person
speak at a tine, nost inportantly so that we can give
our full attention to whonever has the floor, but that
will help Aleta to get a clean transcript so that we'l|
know who is speaking tonight.

| want to introduce our NRC speakers tonight.
And first of all, we’'re going to go to Lawence Kokaj ko
who is right here. And Lawence is the senior NRC
manager with us today. He’'s been with the NRC for about
15 years; he’'s been in reactor |icensing, nuclear
materi als i ssues such as the enrichment issue, and al so
in risk assessnent issues. He has 27 years total in the

nucl ear industry and nuclear regulation matters. He has
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two bachelor’s degrees and a master’s degree, and he’l
be giving you a brief overview
And then after Lawrence is done, we’'re going to

go to Melanie Wng. Is that correct? O are we going

to go to TimJohnson to describe the safety review process

And Timis the project manager for the safety review on
the LES application. And he’'s been with the agency for
26 years in |lowlevel waste and deconm ssioning. He has
a bachelor’s degree and a naster’s degree in nechani cal
engi neeri ng and nucl ear engineering. So Timbrings a
| ot of experience to the evaluation of this application.

Then we’'re going to go to our specific focus
toni ght, which is the environnmental review. And we have
Mel ani e Wong here who is the project nanager on the
environnmental review of the application. And she's been
with the NRC for four years now and specializing in
environnment al assessnent. And she has a master’s degree
in environnental engineering and chem stry. And before
she canme to us, and we’re lucky to have her | would say,
she was with the chem stry technical group of the United
States Patent and Trademark O fice.

And with that, let ne stop talking so we can
get on with the nmeeting. And again, thank you for being
here. And let’s go to Lawence Kokaj ko.

MR. Kokaj ko: Good evening. Can everyone
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hear ne? Al right. M nanme is Lawence Kokajko. [|'m
chief of the environnental performance assessnent branch
of the Division of Waste Managenent at the U. S. Nucl ear
Regul atory Commission, and 1'd like to wel come you to
this neeting tonight. And we do appreciate the turnout
because we really like to see a large turnout when we
have these neeti ngs.

Tonight 1"mgoing to discuss the NRC s role and
responsibility. And I’malso going to -- we're going to
tal k about the safety review process and the
environnmental review process and di scuss how you can
participate in that process. And specifically, we want
to gather coments on the scope of the environnental
review. And as Chip said, we are conducting this
neeti ng because we want to get your comrents on record
so that we can take them back to the office and eval uate
t hem appropriately.

The NRC i s an i ndependent executive agency, and
our mssion is, authorized by Congress, to ensure that
there is -- that nuclear materials and facilities are
handl ed in a safe nmanner. W are al so responsible for
security and environmental protection. And as
aut hori zed by Congress, we are to establish regul ations
and guidelines; we are to license, inspect, and if

necessary, we can take enforcenent action against a
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facility or licensee or people who use radioactive
materi al s.

| would like to point out that it is inmportant
to note the NRC does not pronote nucl ear technol ogy. W
mai ntai n an i ndependent view of the use of nuclear
materials. And as such, we ensure the safety of the
conmmerci al use of radioactive materials by ensuring that
the applicants and |icensees adhere to regul atory
requirenents.

Just briefly, and you' re going to hear nore
information from Timand Mel anie, but the NRC s |icense
review process is really two steps. There's the safety
review and the environmental review. And sonme of the
things that may be covered under the safety review are
di scussi on of the nuclear technology itself, site
characteristics, seisnmology of the site, procedures and
adm ni strative controls, security of the facility, and
security of the nuclear material.

The environnental review enconpasses ot her
things. It may | ook at water resources, the ecol ogy of
the site, air quality, noise, waste managenent, historic
and cul tural resources, and soci oeconomnic natters.

These are just a few of the things that we will take
into consideration during the environnental review

The NRC uses an open |icensing process, and
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that process is defined in 10 CFR part two, and as such,
we're going to briefly nention how you can participate
in that |icensing process.

In terms of licensing, the NRC can do three
things. W can authorize a facility and grant the
license. W can grant the Iicense with conditions, and
those conditions nmay inpact safety, environnental, or
security type of reviews. W can also deny the |icense
application, and in fact, the NRC has nade deni al s of
i cense requests for various matters. And primarily,
those deni als have been the result that the applicant
could not neet our regulatory requirenents.

As | nentioned earlier, inspection is part of
our process. W inspect pre- and post-licensing. And
in a post-license environnment, if we find that there are
violations of the regulations or the |icense conditions,
we can take enforcenent action and assess civil
penal ti es.

Toni ght is one such means of having public
i nvol venrent. This is a scoping neeting for the
environmental inpact statenent or EIS. Tonight we're
taki ng your comments on the scope of that review. W
will eventually publish a draft environnmental i npact
statenent and have additional public neetings, and you

wi Il have an opportunity to conment, not only after the
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publication of the draft environnmental inpact statement,
but also at that public neeting itself. W wll also
issue a final environmental inpact statenent.

W are also providing an opportunity to
participate in the Atonm c Safety and Licensing Board
hearing. And the deadline to file a petition to
intervene in that hearing is April 6th, 2004. |It’s
i mportant to note that the hearing covers both safety
and environnmental issues, and as such, you may bring up
an issue to that board, and the board will assess
whet her or not that contention is part of the |icensing
pr ocess.

That’'s sort of an overview of our regul atory
process and who we are. |'d like to turn the neeting
now over to Ti m Johnson, the senior project manager
associated with the NRC safety review

MR. JOHNSON: Can you hear me? Does that
work? All right. Thank you very rmnuch.

What 1'd Iike to talk about is the safety
review that we’'re going to be doing. And first of all,
I’d like to talk a little bit about the proposed
project. | think a lot of you are famliar with it, but
for those who aren’t, |I'Il give you a brief summary of
that. | want to talk about how this plant fits in with

the overall industry for making nuclear fuel. And then
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| want to tal k about the safety review, what we’ re going
to do in it, and our schedul e.

First of all, again, I want to enphasize sone
of the things that Lawrence just tal ked about. First of
all, we’'re an independent regulatory agency. W report
directly to Congress. W’ re not an executive branch
agency, for exanple, like the Departnent of Energy. W
really don’t have anything to do with the Departnent of
Energy, other than for a couple cases where Congress has
specifically told us to license those facilities, and
there are only a handful of those cases. But our
regul atory jurisdictionis primarily over comrerci al
uses of radioactive materials.

So for exanple, we don’t have any jurisdiction
over the Waste Isolation Pilot Project down in Carl sbad
or the Los Alanps facility, for exanple. Those are DCE
facilities where NRC has no regul atory oversight.

Again, we don’t pronote nucl ear projects. And
before any entity can get a |icense, they need to
denonstrate to us that they can neet our health and
saf ety requirenents.

The proposed project, what Louisiana Energy
Services is proposing to us in their application that
they submitted to us in Decenber is to build an urani um

enrichment facility here in Eunice using a process
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call ed gas centrifuge. And where this all fits together
is uraniumis a naturally occurring mneral, and it’s

m ned all over the world, including there have been sone
mnes in New Mexico. And in nature it consists

predom nantly of two isotopes, uranium 235 and
urani um 238. These isotopes are chem cally identical,
but the difference is uranium 238 has three nore
neutrons in its nucleus. And to be used effectively in
nucl ear power plants that are used in the United States,
t he concentration of uranium 235 has to be increased
fromits natural concentration of about .7 percent to
about 3 to 5 percent. And these are levels that are
wel | bel ow those that are necessary for a nucl ear
weapon.

And the way that, that concentration is
increased is through the enrichment process. 1In the
United States since the |late ' 40s the enrichment of
urani um has been done by a process call ed gaseous
di ffusion in which urani um hexafluoride as a gas is
passed through a series of barriers. And at each
barrier the concentration of uranium 235 is gradually
increased. And the facilities that involve gaseous
di ffusion are huge facilities. Thousands of different
barriers are needed to be placed in series and in

parallel in order to effectively produce enough urani um
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to neet enriched material needs.

For this facility, Louisiana Energy Services is
proposing to use a different type of process called gas
centrifuge. And in this process, high-speed rotors are
operated where -- through use of centrifugal force, the
urani um 235 and 238 isotopes are separated. The
urani um 238 i sotopes are the heavier ones; they go
towards the outer edge of the rotor, and then they're
collected. This technology was devel oped in Europe by a
conpany cal |l ed Urenco.

But howit all fits together, uraniumis mned
and mlled. The uraniumis separated fromthe rest of
the material and the ores, and it comes out in the
chem cal form of oxides, uraniumoxides. And fromthere
it goes to another facility where the oxides are
chem cally converted into a material called uranium
hexaf |l uoride, and fromthere it goes to enrichnent,
ei ther the gaseous diffusion process in this country, or
in other countries either gas centrifuge or gaseous
di ffusi on.

And that product is sent to a fuel fabrication
facility that reconverts the urani um hexafl uoride back
into an oxide. The oxides are then formed into pellets;
the pellets are put into long rods and these rods into

assenblies. And those are the fuel that ends up going
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to a power reactor for consunption. And the spent fuel
will ultimately go to a federal waste repository.

Now, this is a schematic of the centrifuge
itself. There's a casing that surrounds the rotor. The
rotor inside spins at very high rotational speeds driven
by an electric notor. Uranium hexafluoride is fed into
the centrifuge and by centrifugal force is separated,
and there are scoops that are designed in the rotor that
scoops out a fraction that’'s either depleted or enriched
in U 235. And because there’s only a snal
amount of material in each centrifuge, in gram
quantities, thousands of these machines are needed to
ef fectively generate enough material for use.

In our safety review, our responsibility is to
make sure that this facility is operated safely and
nmeets our requirements. Wat we're going to be doing in
our safety reviewis we're going to be evaluating health
and safety inpacts for workers and for the public.

W' re going to evaluate routine operationa

consi derations as well as accident conditions. W’'re
going to be |l ooking at effluent rel eases, both airborne
and liquid, evaluate the criticality and chem cal safety
and physical security. The results of our review w ||
be docunmented in what we call a safety eval uation

report, which will become part of the public record.
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W expect our safety review to take 18 nonths.
W' re going to try to beat that schedule. In addition,
following the safety review, there will be a hearing.
And right now we’re expecting the hearing issues to
possi bly take an additional 12 nonths.

W will plan on having sone technical neetings
with LES as we go through the review. Normally, these
reviews are held in Washi ngton, but for sonme of our
projects we have had sonme of themin the |local comunity
near by where the facility is being |ocated, and we're
going to try to do that here.

W' re also | ooking at trying to vi deoconference
sone of our neetings in Washington in the |ocal area.
And we did try to make a test connection back in
Decenber, but that was unsuccessful. But there have
been sonme equi prent changes, and we’'re going to be
trying that again. So hopefully, sonme of these neetings
that we have in Washington we will be able to
vi deoconf erence back here.

Again, to reenphasi ze what Law ence tal ked
about, our process for reviewis an open process.
Informati on that we devel op and generate becones part of
the public record. A lot of this information will be in
our electronic library under our Agency Docunent Access

System it's called ADAMS. And it’s avail able through
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connecting by personal conmputers. W also have two
websites that relate to this project where you can find
addi tional information, including the application.

The application is also available in several
pl aces locally for you to |look at. The Hobbs mayor’s
office has a copy. The libraries in Eunice and Jal also
have copies. So if you're interested in | ooking at the
application, they are available locally here for you to
| ook at it.

Again, in conclusion, |I want to enphasize again
the NRC i s an independent regul atory agency. W’ re not
a pronoter of any nuclear project. Qur goal is to
ensure public health and safety for the operation of
these facilities. And in order to get a |license, an
appl i cant needs to denonstrate to us that they can neet
our health and safety requirenments. Thank you.

M5. WONG Can y’all hear ne? Good
evening. | would like to thank you all for being here
tonight. M name is Melanie Wng, and |’ m environnent al
project manager for the licensing review of the proposed
enrichment facility.

Tonight 1’1l discuss why we’re doing an
environnmental review process and briefly discuss the
process and how you can get invol ved.

Enacted in 1969, the National Environnent al
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Policy Act, NEPA, is one of the nost significant pieces
of environnental |egislation that has ever been passed
in this country. NEPA requires that all federa
agenci es consider the environmental inpacts of their
actions. NEPA further requires the federal agencies to
prepare an environnental inpact statement, an EIS, for
maj or federal actions.

The NRC considers the licensing review of an
enrichment facility to be a najor federal action. NEPA
further requires that when we prepare the environnental
i npact statenent, that we consider the environnmenta
i npacts of the proposed action and al so consi der
mtigation nmeasures. We will also consider alternatives
to proposed actions and their inpact. And lastly, NEPA
requires that we disclose all this information to the
public and invite the public to comrent.

The next slide is a schematic of the
environnental review process. And as you will note,
there are two areas that highlight opportunities for
public involvenent. These include the scoping process
and the public comment on the draft EIS. As we already
stated, we received the license application in Decenber
of 2003. W then issued a notice of intent to prepare
an EI'S on February 4th, 2004. Now we’'re in the scoping

process.
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But what is scoping? Scoping is a public
process that identifies issues that need to be anal yzed,
i ssues that may have been overl ooked or peripheral or
covers other environnmental reviews, that identifies
ot her environnental reviews and consultations that are
required. And lastly, it identifies the federal, state,
and | ocal agencies and tribes that may play a role in
the review.

As nentioned by Lawence, scoping is one of the
first opportunities for you to get involved in the
NRC process and to provide us with your input. The
scopi ng period ends on March 18t h.

Continuing with the environmental review
process, once we have received your coments, we wll
t hen publish a scoping sunmary report. That will be
foll owed by intensive environnmental review resulting in
a draft EIS. That's why it’s inportant that we receive
your conments by March 18 so that we can consider them

in our environnental review process.

Once we issue the draft EIS, there will be a
public comment period, and that will include a public
nmeeting. Conments received on the draft EIS will be

addressed and evaluated in the final EIS.
Li sted here are sone of the sources of

information that we will use to prepare the EIS. W
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communi cate with federal, state, and |ocal agenci es,

servi ce agencies, and inportantly, we conmunicate wth

you.
This slide indicates sone of the environnental

di sci plines where we will focus our environmental

review. This list is not neant to be all inclusive, nor

is it a predeterm nation of potential environnental
i mpact s.

Li sted here are the NRC points of contact. |If
you have any questions on the safety review, please feel
free to contact TimJohnson, or if you have any question
on the environnmental review process, please feel free to
call ne.

This slide identifies other ways in which you
can send us your comments besides this neeting. You can
send us your conments via mail or in person at the
address shown. And the last itemthat we have created
for the express purpose of receiving your cormment on the
environnmental review process is an e-nmail address. That
e-mai | address is LES El S@r c. gov.

That conpl etes our presentation. | would Iike
to thank you all for your kind attention, and we | ook
forward to hearing your coments.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay. Thank you,

Lawrence, Tim and Melanie. And we can take sone
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questions to clarify anything that you ve heard before
we go to public corment. And | would just add that
there’s -- besides the NRC staff that we have here that
you have just heard from we have other NRC staff in the
audi ence. And certainly, after the neeting if you want
to talk to them ask questions or whatever, they' Il be
her e.

Are there any questions about what you' ve heard
about the process? Let’s go over here, and if you could
just give us your nanme and affiliation if appropriate
for the transcript.

M5. WLLIAMS: M nanme is Any Wi ans.
I"’mwith the Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety. And
I’ mjust wondering, Melanie, if you know the tine line
of the EIS right now? Do you know when the draft m ght
be avail able for rel ease?

M5. WONG Qur typical environnental
revi ew takes about 18 nonths. | would say towards the
end of the year we will have a draft EIS avail abl e.

M5. WLLIAMS: Thanks.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay. Thank you,
Any and Mel ani e.

O her questions about schedule, what we're
| ooking at in the review, anything like that? Yes, sir.

MR GROGAN: M nane’s Ron Gogan, and |'m
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not affiliated with anybody. But in the oil field we
have all these regul ations dealing with navigable water.
That neans if it’s got a slope to it, it’s navigable
water. Okay. Do the sane rules and regul ati ons apply
to LES and this facility? And if that's the case, |
nmean, we have a | ot of slopes around here.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay. And |’ m going
to see if one of our speakers can just sort of clarify
NRC s responsibility as relates to the responsibilities
of other agencies. That may not be -- that nay be
somet hi ng that the conpany has to conply with, but it
may -- to get an additional permt, but it nay not be
part of the NRC review. Does anybody want to try to
handl e that? Tin®

MR, JOHNSON: What Congress has done is
they’ ve created a nunber of different agencies, all wth
i ndi vidual responsibilities. Qur agency is responsible
for the health and safety aspects of the uses of
conmmrerci al uses of radioactive materials. The
Envi ronment al Protection Agency, for exanple, in sone of
the states that are authorized to inplenent those
requi rements are responsible for things |ike chem ca
usage, environnental protection from chem cals.

So all of these agencies have roles, and our

reviewis related to the use of the radi oactive nateri al
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and the chem cal safety with respect to the radioactive
materials itself, the uranium hexafluoride. For this
facility, other permts will have to be obtained by LES
fromthe State or chem cal aspects. They're going to
have to neet OSHA requirenments. That’s Cccupati ona
Saf ety and Heal th Adm nistration requirements. Those
are requirements that are not under the jurisdiction of
the NRC. So each agency has their own requirenments
oriented toward their particular responsibilities.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: And it nmay be the
Corps of Engineers that has to give the permt. But
let’s put a finer point on that perhaps to what Tim
says, which is entirely correct. Let ne ask Melanie in
ternms of the environmental inpact statenent part of the
NRC review, will we | ook at navigable waters --
so-cal |l ed navi gable waters, wetland, or what’s on the
site? WII we catalog those? |Is that sonething we | ook
at in the environnmental review?

M5. WONG We do. W do | ook at
ecol ogi cal inpacts.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON:. Ckay.

M5. WONG If | may add just a little bit
to permts that are required, there is a list that we do
include in the environnental inpact statenent.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay. Geat. And
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we' Il note that M. Grogan with the question, but it’s
al so sort of a comment al so that those things mght be
| ooked at. Thank you for those answers.

Anybody el se right now with a question on
anything? And we will be here later. | guess | have
just one question for Tim

Tim you nentioned the technical neeting, and
you nmentioned the website. |f people want to know when
there will be a technical neeting, what’'s the easiest
way for themto find that out?

MR. JOHNSON: The easiest way to find that
out is to go to the LES website. And there is a
click-on button that provides information on upcom ng
neetings and the schedul es and | ocations. There’'s also
anot her click-on button that has sumaries of the
previous neetings that we’ve had with LES.

But I would say the easiest way to do that is
t hrough the LES website.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay. Geat. Thank
you.

W' re going to go to the part of the neeting
where we listen to all of you. And we do have a | ot of
speakers tonight. And I'd like to start out with | ocal
of ficials because they are your |ocal elected officials.

And I’mgoing to try to nmaintain sone of the protocol in
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terms of hierarchy, but | apologize in advance if | make
a mstake on that. And also | wanted to make sure that
our host, Mayor Brown, |leads off for us with a wel cone.
And also | know there’s one elected official who s not
feeling very well tonight. So I'’mgoing to try to get
himon early. But | don’t want everybody to be using

t hat excuse.

But at any rate, Major Brown, would you like to
pl ease wel cone us? Thank you.

MAYOR BROWN: Believe it or not, | amvery
glad that they told us to be brief. But |I did want to
have the opportunity to wel come each of you here. |
know sonme of you have travel ed from Andrews and
t hroughout the county to get here. | feel sorry for
you, but 1’d nuch rather you do the traveling than ne
having to do it.

It was nmentioned that we have a copy of the
application in our library. It was delivered to ny
office initially, and | ordered a backhoe to carry it to
the library. So if you have any intention of reading
it, please plan on spending a couple of hours anyway.

| would like to extend a real thank-you to the
NRC. | think that the job that they are doing in
reviewi ng the safety and environnental issues with this

application at least will put our mnds at ease that if
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it is approved, that it is safe for us and safe for our
environment. But the other thing that | think is very
i mportant in what they are doing for us is they are
giving both sides an opportunity to be heard. And we
may not agree with each other, but | think debate and
di sagreenent are healthy. And | hope that this wll
continue to be the format in future neetings. And
woul d like to wel cone you here to Eunice at any
opportunity that we have to hel p support your neetings.
Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you very nuch,
Mayor Brown. W're going to go to Senator Leavell who's
going to talk to us.

Senat or.

SENATOR LEAVELL: Thank you very nuch
Before | make ny presentation, | received a tel ephone
call fromM. Bob Carter with Congressnan Steve Pierce’s
office just as | drove up a few m nutes before this
neeting started, and he wanted me to give you his very
best and tell you that they' re sorry that they were not
with us tonight but assure you of the strong support of
t he Congressman.

|’m State Senator Carroll Leavell. M hone is

441 South 6th Street in Jal, about 23 mles south of

here. | serve in State Senate District 41, which covers
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t he sout heast corner of New Mexico, the south half of
Lea and Eddy Counties, including Lovington, Hobbs,
Euni ce, Jal, Carlsbad, Loving, and Ml aga.

| want to give you a bit of history on ny
relationship with this project. | was first elected to
this office in 1996 and began serving January 1, 1997.
Senate District 41 includes the waste isolation pil ot
project. The citizens of southeast New Mexico have had
the opportunity to watch this project and found that the
Departnent of Energy, the DOE, Westinghouse, and the
ot her contractors to be good corporate citizens. The
jobs pay well, and safety is their first priority.
Their safety record is inpeccable. To ny know edge,
t hey have never had an enpl oyee receive radiation
injury. Because of the waste isolation pilot project’s
| ong record of safe operation, the citizens of southeast
New Mexi co are much nore confortable with the type of
project we’'re | ooking at here tonight.

It is critical we diversify the econony of
sout heast New Mexico. |’ve |ooked for devel opnent
projects that are environnmentally clean and safe to
diversify the econonmy. 1In the latter nonths of 1998, |
became aware that U.S. Enrichnent Corporation was
conducting a search for a site for a proposed atomc

vapor | aser isotope separation enrichnent facility. For
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obvi ous reasons, the project was known as the AVLIS
proj ect .

USEC had two facilities operating, one in
Portsmout h, Onhio, and the other in Paducah, Kentucky.
USEC becane interested in a site east of Eunice and did
consi derable work to characterize that site. |In their
site selection process, they advised they intended to
select a site that yielded the best conbination of the
followng criteria. And this is their criteria:

M nim ze adverse health and safety, environnental, and
soci oeconom c i npact; mnimze the cost of construction
and operation; mnimze the schedule to |license and
construct; maxim ze the conmunity acceptance and
support.

My understanding was that site crew had to be
geographically stable with little or no potable water
for some 600 feet. The Red Man site proved to be an
i deal location. The Lea County |egislators,
Representative Wi taker, myself, and others, had
continued to stay in contact with the USEC during the
1999 | egi sl ative sessi on.

| introduced and passed |egislation that waived
certain gross receipts and conpensation tax on urani um
enri chment processing equiprment. That legislation is

still law and nmakes New Mexico an attractive state
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tax-wise for this type of devel opnent.

W |later |earned that the new | aser technol ogy
that the USEC was devel oping did not prove itself to be
effective or efficient. To ny know edge, they no | onger
wanted any interest in the project and | ost interest
about the spring of 1999.

| worked with LES on a state |evel since |
becanme aware of their interest in New Mexico in early
2003. M interest has been not only in jobs and
econom ¢ devel opnent but a safe environnment for the
enpl oyees and for our citizens. LES has furnished ne
consi derabl e i nformati on about their conpany and the
proposed project over this last year. Al information
has proven LES to be a good corporate citizen and one to
provide a safe, clean work environnent for their
enpl oyees, to protect the environment of citizens of
sout heast New Mexi co.

| traveled to Al nelo, Holland, and have had
opportunity to inspect the Urenco facility there, the
opportunity to spend tinme with their enployees and the
citizens of the conmunity. Their operation has proven
safe over the past nmany years of operation, and U enco
has proved to be a nodel corporate citizen. |1’msure
LES will be the sane in Euni ce.

| appreciate the opportunity to be at this
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hearing this evening, and | appreciate all of you that
cane out to be here also. Thank you so very nuch.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, Senat or
Leavell. Let’s go to the -- fromthe state |level to the
federal level for a mnute here.

And we have Di ane Ventura, who is on Senator
Bi ngaman’ s staff. Di ane.

M5. VENTURA: Senator Binganan sends his
regrets that he’'s unable to be here with you today but
sends the foll ow ng nessage.

I wish to thank the Nucl ear Regul atory
Commi ssion for holding this public scoping hearing
today, and | welcone all the participants to this event.
| support the LES project because | think it wll
provi de jobs and an econom c opportunity for
sout heastern New Mexi co. But the people of New Mexico
need to know that the proposed plant will be safe, that
it will not pose a threat to their health and safety and
it will not harmthe environnent and that they will not
be left with the plant waste.

| comrend the NRC for holding this neeting to
listen to people’s concerns and explain how it intends
to address them Only by addressing their concerns and
showi ng the people of New Mexico that the plant will be

safe and will work to their advantage will the project
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succeed.

In that regard, legitimte questions have been
rai sed regarding the safe and secure storage and
ultimate renoval from New Mexico of the |eftover uranium
hexaf |l uoride material fromthe enrichment operation over
the lifetime of the plant’s operation.

| understand that LES' s preferred option is to
contract with a private firmto convert this to uranium
oxi de and sell the by-product fluoride gas on the
commercial market. | encourage LES to continue al ong
this path and to assure the state and its citizens that
the private conversion option is contractually comrtted
by the tinme the decision is nade by LES to begin
operation of the enrichnent plant.

| remain committed to help facilitating where
necessary this private conversion option. | wish to
comrend the LES for their open-door policy with ny
office, and | continue to | ook forward to our
interaction as this project noves forward. Thank you.
US Senat or Jeff Bi ngaman.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay. Thank you
very nmuch, Diane. Thank the Senator for us.

|"mgoing to go a little bit out of the order
here, because |I'’mnot sure -- |1’'d hate to think of

sonmeone bei ng unconfortable out there. And Conmm ssioner
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Ross Bl ack from Lea County, Ross, do you want to cone up
and talk to us and then go honme and get better, | guess.
COWMM SSI ONER BLACK: He identified nme as

the sick one. | hope that those of you whose hands |
shook won’t be able to attest to the fact that | amthat
way. | do want to thank the NRC for being here. And |
want to thank them for giving me sone assurance that |
can feel confortable in feeling confortable about this
facility.

|"d like to share a few things about nyself in
order to give you sone understandi ng of what |’ m about
to say. For those of you who do not know, I'ma retired
educator. | retired fromthe superintendent of the
Lovi ngton Public Schools after serving there for 11
years as superintendent. |’ve been in that education
capacity for -- or | was in that capacity for 37 years.

| have served now seven years as town
conmm ssion nmenber. Six of those seven years | was
either vice chair or chair of that board. | have one
nore year to serve, and | hope that | see what we're
doi ng now cone to sone fruition before that time is out.

The reason | say that is to let you know al so
that | was born and raised in Lea County. | have famly
fromone end of Lea County to the other and have had for

many years and hope to for many nore. | consider nyself
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sonmewhat of an environnmentalist. | feel very protective
of this environnent and of the people init.

When we first started tal king about this
facility, | had some reservations. So | took it on
nyself to informnyself about this process, about what
all is involved. | too was one of the persons that had
the opportunity to go to The Netherlands and see that
and talk to people, talk to the people there that |ived
next door to this facility for 30 years.

After this exposure, | have becone very
confortable with this technology. Now, we’re talking
about technology that is not new technology. It’s
technol ogy that’'s been proven for 30 years in Europe.
W are to be, if we look at this the way we should, the
reci pients of the proving-up of this technology to a
pl ace where we can feel very confortable about it being
safe as far as | am concer ned.

The thing that | nbpst want to get across here
is that it seenms that the nobst concern -- and | think
it’s the wong terminology to say tails. That ties a
negative connotation to a waste by-product or a product
that nmaybe is not a waste product. But it turns the
wrong connotation of that as far as |’ m concerned.

| think all too often in our society when a

situation comes up that looks a little difficult or a
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little unpl easant, we call it a problem Folks, it’s
not a problem I1t’s a situation that we can keep from
becom ng a problem |In fact, it’s a situation that can
be an opportunity. Daniel Russell -- is Daniel here?
Was he here a nonent ago? Daniel had an article in the
Hobbs paper just |ast week addressing what | would |ike
to say in nmy own words. And that is, we have an
opportunity here to take this by-product and put a
deconversion plant next door, as was nentioned by the
speaker earlier, and triple or double the opportunity we
have wi th what’s avail abl e.

I think when we get to the process in this
permtting procedure, that this will nove very rapidly.
There are things happening right nowin that direction.
| think it’s incunmbent on all of us -- and |’ m speaking
of people in Lea County, New Mexico, and in the area --
to get onboard and see that this does in fact happen.
It’s the answer to a situation

As | nmentioned, I've lived in Lea County all of
ny life. And | don't want anything to come here that
will in any way endanger our environment or our people.
And | feel very confortable in saying that, that is not
going to happen. And | think we need to get behind this
and support it in every way that we can, but with this

same thought in mnd that we are very pleased to know
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that we have soneone or some agency as the NRC to help
protect us, our environment, and make sure that what
happens, happens in the right way.

And after being to sone degree with LES, |
thi nk they want exactly the sane thing. | feel very
confortable in how they have handl ed the thing so far.
| think they ve been up front and very honest and all.
And | think it’s well that we have those who have
concerns about this facility and it coming to Lea
County. They need to express those concerns. There may
be sone things that we don’t know about that we need to
find out, and we can fix them But give us the
opportunity to fix it.

Thanks again for being here, and I will try not
to expose any nore than |’ve already exposed.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON:  You have a |l ot of

stayi ng power for someone who's sick. Thank you very
much.

W' re going to go to Representative Don
Whi t aker and then to Representative Janice Arnol d-Jones.
Okay. Representative Witaker.

REPRESENTATI VE VWHI TAKER: Good eveni ng,

| adi es and gentlenen, staff, and enpl oyees of the
Nucl ear Regul atory Commi ssion. Thank you very much for

com ng to Eunice to have this neeting. And it’'s a
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pl easure to see such a nice crowd here tonight. Shows
lots of interest. Coach Black, | want you to know
shook your hand.

| feel extrenely safe with the proposed
facility that LES has for Lea County. And |like the
Senator, |'ve lived here in Lea County since 1935, and
we have a situation in our county which comes from our
l'ivelihood since in the '20s, and that’s natural
occurring radioactive nmaterial, NORM W have nore NORM
out on the -- driving down these |ease roads, probably
as much as an overseas pilot. And | understand they' re
the people that get the nost exposure fromradiation on
account of the altitude that they work at.

| think it will be a trenmendous econonic i npact
on the entire Perman Basin. And |ike the Senator said,
| feel like that -- and the superintendent, that we
certainly have an opportunity to acquire the
construction of a plant simlar to what they have in
Europe that are taking the waste materials fromthe --
all of the plants of this particular type are located in
Eur ope.

The urani um enhancenent facility that several
years ago | ooked at this particular |ocation was part of
the Energy Departnent of the United States Governnent.

And it was spun off and turned into a private-type
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busi ness with basically the sane enpl oyees they had with
the Energy Departnent. And it was unfortunate that the
National Lab in California had nmade an error in what
they had told the conmpany that woul d enhance their
urani um

And | wish that we can diversify this part of
the country. Al ny |ife our basic industry, as you-al
wel I know, has been oil and gas, a little ranching, a
little farm ng here in Lea County, and service work and
retail stores. And we need sonething that pays good
wages, which | think this facility would. And
strongly stand in support of this. Thank you very nuch.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you,

Representati ve Wit aker

And we’'re going to go to Representative Janice
I think I will call you

REPRESENTATI VE ARNOLD-JONES: Hi. Can you

hear ne? M nane is Janice Arnold-Jones. | represent
the Nort heast Heights of Al buquerque, New Mexico. You
m ght wonder what on earth am | doing here? Well, what
| want you to know that not everything happens in
Al buquer que, and certainly not everything happens in
Santa Fe. There are other parts of the state. They are
i mportant parts, and so | cane to share a coupl e of

t houghts. And one is that what you want is very
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important. But |let ne back up by way of giving you a
little background.

| work for a conpany called Parall ax,
I ncorporated. | don’'t want to have any -- | work in the
DOE environnent. | amnot afraid of what we' re tal king
about. The reason |'’mnot afraid of uraniumis because
I work in an environment of |essons |earned. One of the
things that the NRC has done and DCE as well as DOD,
t hey have adopted a culture of |essons |learned. So the
m st akes that we nmade in the past -- and if you think we
didn’t make m stakes, let ne just -- did y all make any
m stakes in oil and gas? Three or five? Did you get
better? Yes. Wll, you know, that happens with a | ot
of things.

In fact, I was whining to Representative
Wit aker earlier that we need to apply the open-door
concept to information technol ogy because it’s nothing
to be afraid of, but we may nmake sone m stakes. The
point is that if we make those m stakes, are you going
to be agile; are you going to be able to deal with it?
One of the things |I like about the LES is that they are
actively asking those kinds of questions. Are we going
to make a m stake? Can we prevent a mistake? Have we
t hought about all of the down sides? | like that. |

think that is an opportunity for this area.
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But then I’"'mnow a legislator. So | have to
ook at it in one other way. This state is dependent
upon state and federal dollars for jobs. This is a
remar kabl e opportunity to start changing that ratio.
And how many of you are from New Mexico? Did you know
that there are other states in the ratio of jobs --
federal and state jobs, that private sector jobs are
different? | just want to remnd you of it.

Because it goes to the health of your econony. This is
a vibrant state. This can be a vibrant area if you are
willing to | ook at sone of the risks and you carefully
assess those risks and go forward.

You have a remarkabl e opportunity. And | think

we need to stay open to that opportunity, ask all of the

questions, and when you' ve satisfied yourself, | hope we
go forward. Because the down -- what will happen years
out -- and let nme just go back. You know, | | ook at

this industry, and this is a long-termconmtnment. You
know, I’ m sure you have read there was a great deal of
fuss being nade in the filmindustry in this state right

now. Yes? No? Have y'all heard of it? This is part

of my industry. | actually own a business in this
industry, but it is short-lived. It does not create
j obs where there are benefits. It does not create jobs

where generations actually have an opportunity to fill
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t hose j obs.

But in this environment, you have that
opportunity. So | hope you will give it full and open
consideration. | really commend the NRC for its
processes. W have great faith in you. W expect you
to do your job. And if you have found sonething that is
risky, tell us. But lay that risk open and also let us
hel p you make that evaluation. Thank you very nuch for
inviting me here.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you,
Repr esent ati ve.

W' re next going to go to Mayor Newman of Hobbs

and then to Mayor C ai borne of Jal.

MAYOR NEWVAN:  Ms. Wbng, M. Johnson,
M. Kokaj ko, we are very pleased that you are here this
evening. Welcone to Eunice in Lea County, New Mexi co.
I’mthe newy el ected mayor of Hobbs. | just assuned
that position today. So if I'’mnot quite as polished as
ny col | eagues, please -- 1'Il go ahead and ask for your
forgi veness now.

Hobbs in August of 2003 adopted Resol ution
No. 3917, which is the strongest conmtnent a public
entity can make in support of a project. And that
Resol ution 3917, which 1'd be glad to | eave you,

represents the will of the Comm ssion that we support
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the national enrichnent facility to be located in Lea
County, specifically, Eunice, New Mexico.

Now, |et me address ny perspective froma
different view than sone of ny friends. | also had the
opportunity to travel to The Netherlands and to view the
Urenco plant in Alnmrelo. And when | was asked to go, |
t hought what in the world am| going to do to nmake this
assessment? |'’mnot qualified. Technically I’ m not
qualified. Educationally I'mnot qualified. So upon
what basis am | going to consider this project and cone
back to ny constituents and tell themthat at the | eve
of understanding that | have, that |I'm confortable and
think this would be a great project for Lea County.

When | arrived and we were naki ng our way to
the facilities, the things that | was interested in
nunber one was the life. By life | mean vegetation,
ani mal s, people, how green are things, how healthy do
the animals | ook, those types of things. And | was
amazed. The closer we got to the plant, snmall dairies
growing their own feed, feeding their own dairy cattle,
producing mlk that they would sell or use for
thenselves. |If there was a problemw th the plant,
those things, in ny opinion, would not exist.

Once we got to the plant and we went inside the

plant, we were able to walk into one of the cascades
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where all the centrifuges are processing all this
material. |It’s an amazing thing. They never shut them
down. It’s my understanding if one goes down, it just
bypasses it and goes right on to the next, extrenely

cl ean, very secure. But nore inportantly is we had to
test for radioactivity before we left. And |I’ve got to
tell you | tested negative, no problens, and that’s why
I’mhere with you tonight. So that’s a good thing.
That’s a real good thing.

The next thing | was curious about was the town
and the community itself. Vibrant, grow ng, commerce,
peopl e buyi ng, people selling, people having coffee just
like you and | do every day in our nei ghborhoods, no
di fferent.

The next thing that | was curious about was
ot her industrial conplexes around the plant itself. If
there was a problem why would anyone el se |ocate a
plant or a facility where enpl oyees who work for them
near a project that’'s a problen? They would not in ny
opinion. And there was activity all around the plant.

The next question | had for nmyself was do they
provi de products and services to Uenco? That would be
a reason for themto be there. But they do not.

They' re totally separate industries.

And this is the nost critical point to ne.
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Have you ever renoved a cascade? Have you ever taken
one physically down? And the answer to that question
was yes. Totally back to a greenbelt area. |If in fact
you do that and you have no problens with contam nation,
then you feel very confortable in adding additional new
cascades for the purpose of extending the life of the
pl ant, knowi ng that your enployees are going to be safe.
Is there risk? Absolutely. There's risk every day of
our lives.

| support the national enrichnent facility in
Lea County, Eunice, New Mexico. | trust in the
expertise of these individuals to nake sure that it wll
operate in a safe and secure manner. | thank you for
your tine.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you very nuch,

Mayor .

And now we are going to Mayor O ai borne.

MAYOR CLAIBORNE: Hi, I'm d aydean

Cl ai borne, mayor of the city of Jal, and | could echo
a lot of things that have been said, but I'Il keep
this brief and say that | am here tonight to speak on
Behal f of our comunity.

The decision to support the construction of the
enrichment facility was not nade before an in-depth

exam nation of all the facts. The Alnelo facility was
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vi sited, and questions were asked of individuals who
lived in the area. After reviewing all the gathered
data, a recomendati on was then made to the city counci
who voted unaninmously in favor of our city’ s support.
For those citizens who may have still had questions, the
questions were posed and answered at a wel | -attended
public hearing held in our comunity.

At this time | would like to reiterate: The
city of Jal supports this project with our bitter rival
Euni ce.

However, | do have one nore statenent that |
would like to make. | want to say that | appreciate
those who are not residents of our area and yet are
concerned about our well being. However, | do not
under st and why anyone woul d think that we are not
capabl e of maki ng such a decision for ourselves. W are
intelligent individuals who have taken the tine to
becone i nfornmed about what is to be constructed in our
area. | say thank you for your concern, but it is
definitely unfounded. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, Mayor.

And we’'re going to go to our next three
speakers, Billy Hobbs, Eunice City Council, and then
we're going to go to the chairman of the Lea County

Council, Harry Teague, and to Gary Schubert, also Lea
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County.

Billy.

MR HOBBS: First of all, I'd like to
thank LES for their help. What |’'ve come up here to
speak about today is we started out eight nonths ago to
bui | d new pl ayground equi pnent down at the city park.
Qurs is outdated and torn up and all that. Well, end of
this nonth we are going to be able to replace all the
pl ayground equi pnent. W raised $160, 000, sonewhere
around in there, for this project. And LES was a big
part of it because they cane in and donated sone noney
towards it so we can go out and get foundations and get
a conpany that does playground equi pnent to nake sure
it’s safe for everybody and the state requirenents and
everything else that will be met. And I like | said,
wi t hout their help and several of the other businesses
and stuff, people out there in the audience, you know,
we woul dn’t be able to do this today. So | just wanted
to say thank you, and we support LES all the way.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you,
Counci | man Hobbs.

And M. Teague.

MR. TEAGUE: Well, it’s just a few notes |

have on what | want to talk about. Actually, this is

2,000 signatures of people that were not all able to be
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here tonight in support of LES. Al so, I'mnot going to
read them |’mjust going to give themto the people
fromthe NRC

My nanme is Harry Teague, and | amthe chairman
of the Lea County Commi ssion. |’malso an enployer of
100 people. [|I’ma granddad of four people, a father of
two, a husband of one. And | think that nakes ne pretty
qualified to speak about Lea County and LES froma | ot
of different angl es.

The NRC is here to evaluate this site for its
safety and environmental. They are well qualified to do
this, and we are fortunate to have these peopl e doi ng
this for us, these people here. W wll trust themto
present a fair and honest answer to all of the questions
that are asked. |If everyone would | eave t hem al one,
they would come up with the correct answers in a short
period of tinme. But people will try to help them

And sone of the information given to them by
groups that do not want the plant built in Lea County
will be incorrect. And it will be incorrect because
they’'re not obligated to tell the truth. LES has to
prove what they say is true, but not the other groups.
One fal se statenent that they have nade about the plant
in Alnelo, Holland, which | went to, they have said that

that plant has been shut down for different reasons at
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different tinmes. That plant has never been shut down
since it was built. | talked with several of the

enpl oyees at that plant, and sone of them have worked
for that plant over 24 years. They told ne that

pl ant’ s never been shut down, and | believe them In
talking to the enployees at Urenco in Al nmel o, Holland,
they have a | ot of conpany pride. Poor conpanies don’t
have conpany pride by their enployees.

Sone people will say we don't want LES. W
want sonet hing better. Well, | challenge themtoday to
say what that is. And |I'’mnot tal king about a hal o and
amllion dollars for everybody in Lea County. [|I’'m
tal ki ng about the name of a conpany and a product and
when it’s going to be here and how nmany jobs it’s going
to bring and what those jobs are going to pay. Because
these are things that we know about LES. And if you
have a pi pe dream of soneone el se that you want to have
here, let’s have that sane information about them And
if we can’'t have that information, then let’s |eave that
al one.

| think one thing -- our governnment works, the
way that it works, it will err on the side of safety in
the mnority. And I'’mglad that it does that. That's
anot her reason it nakes ne proud to be an American

living in Lea County, New Mexico, today because of the
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way our governnent operates.

But having went through all of that, that
| eaves us to evaluate the desires of the citizens in Lea
County. And |’ve talked to several people in Lea County
about their opinion of LES comng to Lea County, and
four or five of themdon't want it. And literally
hundreds of themare elated. And they' re |ike ne.

They’' re excited about the things that are going to
happen in Lea County. And one of the reasons they're
going to happen in Lea County is because of LES.

You know, | want the sanme things that nearly
all of you here want. | want a good job in Lea County
so that nmy kids don’t have to nove to Phoeni x or Dallas
to get that good job. | want ny grandkids to be here so
that | can see them so that | can go to their soccer
ganmes, their spelling bees, their piano recitals.

The things that | want, you know, life is
sinmple and pleasant. And in Lea County, that’s all we
want. We want sinple and pl easant things and our kids
hone to help us enjoy them LES is a part of that goal.
They’'re going to help us attain that goal with the jobs
that they provide at this plant.

The | arge nunber of the |ocal people here at
this neeting tonight are concurring with what | have to

say. They agree. The majority of the people here
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toni ght agree with what | have to say. So let us be in
support of our county and all of the communities init.
Let us be loud and constant in our support of our county
and the jobs that LES is bringing to our county. Do not
let a small group of people, nost of who do not live in
our county or in our state, keep us from having econom c
gromh for our famlies in Lea County.

And for those of you who are opposed to this,
if you're not fromLea County, go away and | eave us
al one, please. And for those of you who are from Lea
County, when the permtting process is finished and your
guestions have been answered, when your fears are put to
rest, lay down your signs. G ve your support to your
friends. Be united with the majority of Lea County in
wel com ng LES and progress to Lea County. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you.

W' re going to go to Gary Schubert, and then
we're going to go to Joe Cal deron and Hector Ram rez
from Hobbs. Go ahead.

MR. SCHUBERT: Thank you very nmuch. [|’'m
Gary Schubert. |1’mthe vice chairman of the Lea County
Conmmi ssion. And you can see with the chairman that we
have, they don’t need ne. Being vice chairman of
sonmet hing rem nds nme of the joke about children that

were in a clubhouse. And when the |last kid couldn’t
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decide of atitle or something, one of the kids told him
he coul d be vice president of sex and nusic. That
basi cal |y neant when we need you, we'll call you.

| too got to travel to Alnelo, and | had a
great experience there. W saw the people were
fantastic. Alnelo represented to nme the kind of a town,
community that I'd like to live in. | was envious, and
nmy comunity Hobbs | hope could be nore like that. It
was vibrant. The people were kind and cheerful,
wel com ng, and everybody that went had a great tine.
And the conpany norale at the Urenco facility was as
good as |’ ve ever seen at any place. And |like Harry
said, you can’t hide norale. If it wasn’'t a good pl ace
to work and if nanagenent and administration didn't
support the people, they wouldn’t have felt Iike that.

As you can tell, sone things nake me nervous.
Talking in a front of a group like this does. | get
nervous when | see ny daughter dance on stage. | get
nervous when | see ny son play baseball. |’ m not
nervous a bit about this facility. | have full faith
and confidence that the NRC will do their job, see to it
that LES does what they should do. | have full faith
and confidence that LES will be up front, be honest.
Everything -- every problem every question that has

been presented to LES by nme and ot hers has been answered
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directly, to the point, without a |ot of fanfare.
Everyt hi ng has been open and honest communication. And
| support the facility. | appreciate the NRC being
here, and | wel conme the day that we get to start turning
some dirt. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, Gary.

| think we have two of the city conm ssioners
from Hobbs. M. Cal deron.

MR. CALDERON: My nanme is Joe Cal deron.
I’mon the city commssion. | just conpleted ten years
yesterday on city comm ssion, and | was al so on the
school board. | was elected in 19 -- in 2003.

I’mgoing to speak a little bit differently.
Because this norning we net with Ms. Wng and her group.
And | guess | live on the south side of Hobbs, which is
the less affluent, and the -- | hope this doesn’t cone
out wrong, but they' re not as educated | guess as | am
But 1'’mvery confortable living there. And | worked for
the last ten years as a risk coordinator with the
school s in Hobbs working with the at-risk kids.

But ny deal today was | was excited because |
guess LES and the NRC was concerned about the minority
popul ation in Hobbs. And that’s close to ny heart. And
| thought we had a very, very productive neeting today,

and they’'re going to continue. And we answered a | ot of
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questions, and it was great. And these are the people
that will not be here at the neetings. These are the
people that rely on us to get the information.

And you know, let me junp a little bit to the
first group. Senator Leavell is a good friend of mne,
and I was lucky to go to Alnelo. But even if | had not
gone, the fact that he went, | take his word. And | was
allowed to go. And | guess people know us, and | hope
that they trust us enough when we tell themthat this
was a safe project that is going on.

| was very excited because one of ny fornmer
students went with us that owns a radio station. Wo
woul d think that 30 years -- when | had himin class 30
years ago, that we woul d be wal ki ng together in
Hol l and -- well, Amsterdamrather, |ooking for a
Catholic church. And here we are. Every tine we heard
a bell or we saw a steeple, we thought it was a church
It wasn’t.

Finally we stopped a taxi, and he took us to
the Catholic church. And here we are in church with
Dutch and Latin. | was an altar boy, but that was years
ago. | have changed quite a bit. But that was super
super that we were able to go -- for nme just the fact
that 1| went to Catholic church in Ansterdamis a big

deal for me right there.
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But getting back to this project, we are the
ones that are going to give the information back to the
m nority popul ation, and the fact that you cane and you
were concerned and LES is concerned about the mnority
popul ati on nmeans that this is a good conpany here. And
| support it 100 percent. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: And t hank you,
M. Cal deron.
W' re going to go to M. Ramirez. And then

we're going to go to Jon Goldstein fromthe State of New

Mexi co.
MR. RAM REZ: Good evening. |’ m Hector
Ramirez. |'mcity comm ssioner for District 3 in Hobbs,
New Mexico. |'mproud to be in New Mexico and Lea
County.
I’d like to say something that -- there’s two
people -- two gentlenen in this roomthat worked rea

hard for this programto be here, and that’s Senat or
Leavel | and Johnny Cope. They worked 100 percent. |
was in Santa Fe one tine, and the only thing | heard
these two gentlenen tal king about this LES.

| don’t want to forget anybody el se, but thank
you to the | eadership of New Mexico and Lea County that
this program-- or this project is com ng over here. |

represent a district with a lot of mnorities. [I'm
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proud to be a minority. | trust the people that
represent us over there. Thank you for this
opportunity.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you,

M. Ramrez.
And M. Col dstein.

MR. GOLDSTEIN. M name is Jon Col dstein,
and "'mw th the New Mexi co Environnment Departnment. |'m
here representing Secretary Curry who wasn’t able to
make it; although, he w shes he could have, because he
was born in Hobbs, and it doesn’t take nuch of an excuse
to cone back.

There are about eight of us here tonight from
t he Environnent Departnent, and |I'’mjust going to read
off their names real quick so you guys will know.
You' Il probably be seeing nore of themas the years go
by. Jim Norton, Environnental Protection Division
director; Charles Lundstrom Water and WAste Managenent
Division director; Ana Marie Otiz, Field Operations
Di vision director; John Parker, the bureau chief of the
Radi ati on Protection Bureau; Richard Goodyear fromthe
Air Quality Bureau; Sherry MIller fromthe Radiation
Protection Bureau; and Clay Clark fromthe Ofice of
General Counsel.

| also wanted to read this statenent from
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Secretary Curry. It’s in the formof a letter to the
NRC. It constitutes the State’s comments on the EI S

| wite this letter to you today in order to
submt the New Mexico Environnent Departnment and State
of New Mexico’'s conments on environnmental issues related
to the uraniumenrichnment plant proposed in Lea County,
New Mexico. If built, this facility will be the first
of its kind in the state of New Mexico. W believe this
facility will bring new technology not currently in use
at any commercial uraniumenrichment facility in the
United States. | would therefore like to request the
nost thorough, holistic, and intensive environnental
revi ew possi bl e.

| understand that the Nucl ear Regul atory
Commi ssion is currently considering the scope of the
environmental inpact statenent for this facility.
Currently included in this scope are | and use,
transportation, geology and soils, water resources,
ecol ogy, air quality, noise, historical and cultural
resources, visual and scenic resources, socioeconom Cs,
environmental justice, public and occupational health,
and waste nmanagenent.

| believe that this is a good inclusive |ist
and would Iike to request that none of these topics be

dropped fromthe EIS. | would also like to ask that
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special attention be paid to two of these itenms in the
EIS in licensing processes: Environmental justice and
wast e managenent. Environnental justice is an issue of
growi ng i nportance to this departnment as well as to the
U.S. Environnental Protection Agency and citizens

t hroughout the country. | hope it will be thoroughly
exam ned in the El S

Wast e managenent is also of central inportance
to EMD and the state of New Mexico. As you know,
there’s not currently a facility operating anywhere in
the country that could accept the depleted uraniumtails
that this facility will produce. Gven this fact and
t he assurances that Louisiana Energy Services has made
to the State, that there will be no | ong-term storage or
di sposal of this waste in New Mexico, | hope this issue
will be closely examned in the EIS and |icense
application. EM also intends to use permtting and
regul atory authority to ensure that this waste | eaves
the state in a tinely nmanner.

EMD will require up to eight permts for this
facility including regulation of air, groundwater and
surface water discharges, as well as hazardous wast es.
Through the process of permanent review, the State
intends to carefully exam ne each and every aspect of

this proposed facility before any approval s are given.
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W expect that the NRC will take a simlarly intense
approach to the licensing of this facility.

As | have done today with this letter, the
State intends to continue to nake its voice heard
t hroughout the NRC s review of LES s |icense
application. | hope that this comunication will run
bot h ways. Please contact nme at any time if | can help
you with any further information. Sincerely, Ron Curry,
Cabi net Secretary EMND.

Finally, | just wanted to say that the |evel of
cooperation and information shared that we have seen so
far from LES has been good, and we sincerely appreciate
that, and we would hope that it will continue. Thank
you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you,
M. CGoldstein, and pl ease give our thanks to the
Secretary. Al right.

And we’'re going to go to Darrold Stephenson,

Jal Gty Council, right now.

MR, STEPHENSON: It’s Kkind of
frightening for me to be up here and | ook at M. Cope
and M. Leavell. A lot of politics sitting out here in
the front. |I'mtrying to be one nyself, but |’m not
very polished yet.

But anyway, I'd like to tell all you people
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that | amthe county conm ssioner for this area. | take
in Jal, Eunice, Mnunent, south Hobbs, and west Hobbs.
That’s a lot of territory I have to cover, and | get a

| ot of phone calls. But one thing about it, 1'd |ike
for you people to know, | have never talked to anyone in
this area that opposes this nove for LES.

| went to Alnelo nyself with Senator Leavell,
and we viewed their beautiful country over there. There
was no trash, like I say, and | don’t know. [I'd like to
denmonstrate nmy support for this LES, and if you don’t
mnd, 1'll take just a mnute here. Tim Law ence,

Mel anie, if this will tell you anything, this is
support. However, | want you to know, ny w fe said that
I woul d not nmake a good poster boy.

But anyway, give us a break. Support your
community. Support LES and work with the NRC. And
they’' re very good people, and | love all of you. Take
care. Vote.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: And t hank you,
M. St ephenson.

W' re going to hear from M. Johnny Cope at

this point. And then we’'re going to go to Karen Keith.
MR. COPE: NRC staff, | thank you also for
bei ng here tonight. Audience, | think that you can see

tonight the quality of |eadership that we have in our
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state, county, and city. | applaud all our elected
officials, and | thank them for being here tonight and
supporting LES.

" m here as a businessman who has substanti al
investnent in Lea County. And | want to see things grow
in our county. Due to oil and gas fluctuating, going up
and down, we’ve seen bad tinmes and hard tines. And this
county truly does need to diversify. And wow, what an
opportunity that Lea County has to do a 1.8 billion
dollar facility. W’re talking about 400 construction
j obs, very high-paying construction jobs because this is
a high-tech facility. And | think that’s to |last nearly
six years. And then 230 jobs after the facility opens.
And there are so nmany people in this roomthat would
| ove to have one of those jobs and inprove their lives
and their famly' s lives. And | just amreal thrilled
that there’s so many people here tonight to show you the
support that we have, that we want this facility built
her e.

One of the things that maybe we have forgotten
or hasn’t been nentioned -- there’s been a |ot of things
said. But how LES got here, actually, you know, Kathy
Bearden and the Econom c Devel opnent Commi ssion actually
invited LES to cone to Hobbs -- or to Lea County. W

t hought we had a site that might fit the criteria which
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you woul d require for such a facility. And so they
canme, and certainly they spent a lot of tine and due
diligence. They have been very forthright to us and, |
think, has tried to be to all of the public people to
conmmuni cate what their intentions are and how serious

t hey are about doing things right.

There’s been nmany peopl e nention tonight that
they went to Alnelo. And | also got to go to Al nel o.
And | felt it was the responsibility of the people that
are supporting the project to determne to their own
selves if they felt the facility was safe. And Mnty
and Gary and all the people that have went, Carroll --
I’mnot qualified also to make that determ nation.

But what we did was have opportunity to visit
with the staff there and all the people around the
plant. | nean, it was green, and they had cows just on
the other side of the fence. There was a map that | saw
previous, ten years ago, an aerial map, and you know,
there wasn’t nuch around the plant. But as | saw the
plant, | mean, there was -- it was all kind of activity
and life around the plant.

And | do know that the NRC has a wonderfu
reputation to issue permts and operations that help
facilities run safely, and | certainly know that y’ al

will nmake every effort to try to nake that happen. And
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| would like to say hurry.

But this comunity truly has enbraced LES, and
| think it’s going to be a partnership. | don’'t even
think our community has any idea what spin-offs are
going to be off of a 1.8 billion dollar plant. |
honestly don’t. | nmean, the infrastructure that it’s
going to take to support this plant is going to be truly
somet hi ng special for our county.

And for the people that are maybe here that are
unsure about the safety of the facility or wanting to
wor k against this plant, | hope we can through the
process nake you understand that this is going to be
something truly special for New Mexico.

| thank you for your tinme.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: And t hank you.
Thank you very nuch, M. Cope.
We’'re going to go to Karen Keith and Lee Cheney

and then M. Robert Turner.

Kar en.
M5. KEITH: 1'Il pass. | have been a
resi dent of Eunice for 20 years. | read about this in
the paper. M babies were born here. | love this
community. | plan on retiring in this area. | was just
curious. | apologize if | stepped on anybody’s toes

tonight, but I would ask that you be a little bit nore

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

64

open-m nded. Sone of us have gone through ot her DOE
probl ens, and nmaybe we can |l end a synpathetic ear, a
great big shoulder. | nean, we are all a big comunity
in this area, west Texas, and/or southeastern New

Mexi co. And again, | apologize if | stepped on anyone’s
toes. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay. Thank you,
Karen. And I’'Il try to just note that, you know,
obviously the NRC wants to get all types of information
so that we can do our eval uation.

Lee, do you want to conme up?

MR. CHENEY: Good evening, |adies and
gentlemen. M nane is Lee Cheney, and |'’m here
representing the Citizens Nuclear Information Center in
Hobbs. | have nmade a witten presentation to the NRC
this evening, but 1'd like to briefly summarize it for
you now. Before | do, | want to conment about the
Al mel o situation.

LES went into Louisiana and into Tennessee, and
they selected the local politicians and the | ocal
busi ness | eaders, flew them over to The Netherl ands,
wi ned them and dined them and they came back and they
said how good it was. It took a while. It took
Loui si ana ei ght years of fighting agai nst LES before

they won. It takes tinme for people to |earn the truth.
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LES picked up and went to Tennessee. They did
the sane thing in Tennessee, and it took Tennessee
several years for the people there to learn the truth.
And they had a ot of politicians behind themin
Tennessee, fromA Core down to |ocal business |eaders
and | ocal politicians who were willing to stand up and
tell the people the truth. Now I’'Il proceed with ny
presentation or a summary of it.

| requested that the NRC | ook into the
foll ow ng problenms: One, nuclear proliferation and
nati onal security; two, a plausible waste sol ution;
three, radi oactive New Mexico rain; four, other
envi ronnmental and safety probl ens.

Nucl ear proliferation and national security are
particularly inportant problens since 9/11, and |’ ve
asked the NRC to refuse to grant LES an operating
i cense unless Urenco opens all of its books and records
to United Nations International Atom c Agency for
i nspection and is cleared of any direct or indirect
overt or covert involvenent in the spread of centrifuge
urani um enri chment technol ogy.

| have al so asked the NRC to require LES to
submt a suppl enental application stating that LES has a
| egal | y- bi ndi ng signed contingency agreenent with a

private conpany that will be ready to accept LES waste
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for deconversion before LES begins producing enriched
urani um

Peopl e in New Mexico call blow ng dust and sand
New Mexi co rain. Many of you are famliar with the
phot ogr aphs of New Mexico rain that have been passed out
to the people here in Eunice. LES tells us that
em ssions fromthe LES NEF ventilator stacks will be no
worse than normal radiation fromthe sun. But everybody
knows that |ong-term exposure to the sun causes sunburn
and cancer. | have asked the NRC to look into the
| ong-term effect accunul ati ons of radiation and UF6 gas
em ssion that will have on the inpact area and on New
Mexi co rain, on the blow ng dust and sand.

|"ve also asked the NRC to | ook into the
foll ow ng problens. One, increased cancer risks, both
for people who work at LES NEF and for people who live
in the inpact area. Two, the Ogallala Aquifer and how
wat er shortage problens that Lea County now has will be
af fected by the LES NEF and what effect an increase of,
say, 70,000 people in Eunice and Lea County popul ation
woul d have on the Qgal | al a Aquifer.

Three, all aspects of contanmination to Lea
County water by LES NEF. Four, contam nation of birds
and animals and the inpact that woul d be caused by LES

NEF. Five, problens that can result froma major
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expl osion and fire caused by the collision of various
types of oil field trucks with one of the trucks hauling
UF6 on the hi ghway between Eunice and Andrews. Six,
property deval uati on caused by the LES NEF. Seven, the
NRC should tell the people how nuch UF6 gas and
radi ati on would be put into the air if there was a 9/11
type destruction of the LES NEF. Regardl ess of the
probability factor, the people in the inpact area have a
right to know the facts about this worst-case scenario.

Ei ght, the enrichment plant at Alnelo had its
operating |icense revoked tw ce because U enco all owed
the plant to emit up to 28 tines the authorized | evel of
em ssion. However, because of politics, big noney, and
mani pul ati on of the |legal system the Urenco Al nelo
pl ant was never shut down. | have asked the NRC to
require LES to put an ironclad guarantee in an amended
l'i cense application clearly stating that the LES NEF
will imrediately shut down if any em ssions above the
required | evel s are detect ed.

| want to thank the NRC for holding this
meeting and for allowing this conmttee to nmake these
comments and presentati on.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay. Thank you

very much.

W’'re next going to go to M. Turner and then
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to M. Gogan and then to Any WIIians.

M. Turner.

MR. TURNER  Harry, you now have 2,006
names added to the list. This is the first time |I’ve
seen so many politicians in the same room and al
agreeing. So I'mreally inpressed by that. |’m here,
as introduced, Robert Turner, a nmenber of the NAACP. W
unequi vocal Iy and wi thout reservation support the
construction, the operation of the Louisiana Energy
Servi ces plant.

W believe that this plant will be
environmental |y safe and econom cally productive. The
facility will also bring nunerous kinds of jobs. And
I’ma career specialist by -- that’s where | work. |
hel p students find careers. And | have an idea of
di fferent kinds of careers, how nuch noney they get
pai d, where they are, and all these good things. And I
know that this area is really suffering for these high
techni cal kinds of jobs, the jobs that will be paid
$50,000 or nore. W definitely need that here. W need
it for several reasons. So our kiddoes -- and | think
you’' ve heard that tonight -- won’'t be nmoving to Dall as
and Fort Wrth and Al buquerque. And nothing wong with
novi ng. But we need them here so our conmmunity can

grow. So we definitely support that because we need
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j obs.

You’ ve heard nunerous individuals say they’' d
had a chance to go to Alnelo. Believe it or not, | did
too. We were there Decenber the 5th through the 10th,
and we had citizens from Hobbs, Eunice, and Al buquerque,
and we went to viewthe plant. It was very, very
encouragi ng the way they introduced the plant to us.
First, they had a video PowerPoint presentation that
introduced us to the plant, the entire operation, how
uraniumis enriched. So when we toured the facility, we
al ready had an idea of what was happening in the
particul ar plant.

What did | look for when | went there since |’ m
not a nucl ear engi neer or physicist? | had about four
things that | really |ooked for that | could detect.

How about noise |evel, you know? |Is it noisy? | nmean,
if it’s really noisy, well, nobody wants to live close
toit. Not at the plant in Alnelo; it’s not noisy.
Next thing |I |ooked for odor. Wile walking through
both the old facility and the new facility, | didn't
snell anything really. Maybe the new paint on the new
facility was detected, but nothing else.

How about snoke, emi ssions, and all these other
things? Didn't see any of that. How about situations

t hat appeared to be dangerous |ike water on the floor or
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products on the floor, |oose electrical cables? Not at
the plant in Almelo. | was very inpressed with the
staff there and how it was operated. It was very, very
encour agi ng.

As | said, we toured both the old facility and
the new facility. Wen we arrived at the new facility,
you coul d see the many changes that were not in the old
facility. In other words, state-of-the-art stainless
steel valves, | mean, just a trenmendous upgrade fromthe
older facility. That’s the one that they' re going to
replicate here. It is a massive structure, very wel
kept, and it will definitely be an asset for the
conmuni ty.

Needl ess to say, we’'re excited about the
possibility of seeing such a structure as this here in

Euni ce, New Mexico, which will be advantageous to all of

New Mexico really, and especially Lea County. | really
want to retire and see -- | have two grandsons. They're
in Dallas. If | don't find some work for them here,

they’'re going to stay in Dallas. You know what |’ m

tal king about? So | definitely want to see the pl ant
built here. The NAACP encourages this and supports
this, and | want to thank everybody for inviting ne here
toni ght and also to see the crowmd and the people from

Washi ngt on.
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And | expect to see the approval of the license
within about a nmonth and a half. | don’t know why it
takes so long. Come on. Conme on. You ought to have
the plant already in existence. In Al nelo, Holland,
just go see that one. It’'s already there. [It’s up.
It’s operating. So maybe we could cut sone of that red
tape, because it’s not a newthing. |It’s already there.
And t hey have been in operation for, | believe, 35
years. Ww, all the books should be out by now,
woul dn’t you say? So thanks a |ot.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON:  Thanks, M. Turner.

And now we have M. G ogan.

MR, GROGAN: MWy nane’s Ron Grogan. |
guess I'mthe first one to speak tonight that didn’t go
to Holland. But | did spend four years and four nonths
in Germany. |It’s a different atnosphere over there,
very clean country. Europe’'s very clean. They take
care of the country. They take care of the environment.
Don’t expect the facility here to look like it did in
The Netherlands. It's a different attitude.

I"’mcurrently a PHA facilitator at work. That
nmeans process hazard anal ysis. That nmeans we exani ne
wor st - case scenarios and try to plan how to prevent it.
Vell, 1'Il probably be called a caveman in the newspaper

or sonething. Because | nean, everybody that’s
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expressed views against this facility has been called a
caverman and relates to the Stone Age. But in ny
opi ni on, the people who don’'t have a healthy respect for
radi ati on, people that don’t have a healthy respect of
uranium are the ones that need to get sone educati on.

In chem stry class in Eunice H gh School, we
| ear ned about the half-life of radiation, you know. And
this neans, you know, radiation decays, and it takes
di fferent amounts of time for radiation to decay. And
I’ mnot a nuclear engineer. |’mnot a nuclear
scientist. |I’mjust a person with a little education
But | do read on the internet. And dependent on the
type of uranium there’s one type of uraniumthat takes
254 mllion years to have a half-life of 254 mllion
years. A little bit of this goes a |long ways. | nean,
this will outlast any of us, any of our descendants. |
mean, 254 mllion years fromnow, there’s no telling
what kind of life, if any life, will exist on Earth. W
need to think about the future.

| don’t think that LES will deliberately cause
an accident. | also don't think that Union Carbide --

everybody shoul d renmenber Union Carbide. W had the

plants here. | don’t think that Union Carbide planned
for a chem cal release in Bhopal, India, in 1984 that
killed 2,000 people. | don’t think that PEPCON
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deliberately set the fire in Nevada in 1988 that killed

two and injured 300 people. And | don't think that the
partial reactor neltdown in Three-Mle Island in 1979
was intentional. They were accidents. The NRC since
that time has made trenendous changes in the nuclear
i ndustry, | mean, trenendous safeguards.

|"ve heard a | ot of conments here about dealing
with the fact that, well, we’'re used to dangerous
environnents. W live in the oil field; we're used to
the dangers in the environment. |1'mwell aware of the
fact that if that gas line out there on the west edge of
town was to blow up and the wind was fromthe west, that
a good portion of the city of Eunice could die from
hydr ogen sul fide poisoning. | know this. W all know
this. But again, we’'re not dealing with H2S here.
We're not dealing with hydrocarbon. W’re talking of
sonething -- what we're dealing with here is not
something that’s going to dissipate into the atnosphere
and go away. It’s not sonething that’'s going to take
and degrade in the ground and becone harm ess. W’re

dealing with sonething with a half-life of 254 mllion

years.
Now, having said that, | support the LES with

these conditions. | grew up here in Eunice. | was born

in Hobbs, raised in Eunice. | left, spent 20 years in
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the Arny and eight years el sewhere before | cane back

| was gone for 28 years. |'mback in Eunice to stay. |
want nmy kids to live here. | want ny grandkids to |ive
here. | want this -- this is ny home. Ckay.

My feelings about this LES, the three
conditions that | think that they should neet before
they’'re granted a license, | think that they need to
limt the ambunt of radiation stored -- the anount of
uraniumstored at the facility so that at a m ninum no
nore than 30-day supply -- or maxi num no nore than
30-day supply of material, whether it’s raw or waste,
will be kept on the facility onsite. You know, al
t hese papers say that, well, LES is not going to store
this stuff in New Mexico. Well, currently there’ s not
any place in the United States that can process it.
There’s not any progress been nmade, and they’ ve been
working on this for eight years. And it seens to ne
i ke they could have been working on the same process to

decomm ssion the waste that they are to enrich it. But

there’s no place to store it. | don't want this stuff
stored withing 255 mles of Eunice. | don’'t want it
stored at the WPP site. | don't want it stored at the

WCS site. 254 mllion years is what |'mthinking. |
don’t want sonething buried in ny ground near ny hone

that’s going to last for 254 mllion years.
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And | think that the NRC does a fine job of

enforcing the safety regulations at the current nuclear
facilities. But | also feel that there’s shortcuts
they're taking on a daily basis. And basically, the NRC
gets involved when there’s an accident. AmI| right?
And | feel that LES sooner or later is going to take
some shortcuts, and when you take a shortcut, that |eads
to accidents.

This is nmy opinion. Like |I say, | support LES
with conditions.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: And t hank you.

Thank you, M. G ogan, for that opinion.

Now, we're going to go to Amy WIIi ans.

M5. WLLIAMS: M nanme is Any WIIians.

I"’mwi th Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety in Santa
Fe, New Mexi co.

First, 1'd Iike to address the acci dent
anal yses that should be included in the environmental
i mpact statenent. Considering that urani um hexafl uoride
deconposes when heated and produces deadly hydrogen
fluoride, all accident analyses must include the risks
associated with fire at the facility. The accident
anal yses nmust include risks to the public within a
50-mle radius of the facility as is generally the

standard in environnental inpact statenents produced by
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the Department of Energy. Risk to workers in al
acci dent scenarios nmust be eval uated carefully.

Al so, solid uranium hexafluoride, which is the
formin which it is transported and stored, can be
converted into this deadly gas when under extreme heat.
Therefore, fire anal yses should be perforned for uranium
hexafluoride in transit fromlllinois to New Mexico and
out of New Mexico to all interimstorage facilities,
including facilities for both enriched urani um product
and wast e.

In addition, the environnmental inpact statenent
shoul d eval uate the energency response capabilities of
the communities surroundi ng the national enrichnment
facility and those along the transportation routes. The
El S should estinmate the suitability of Lea County’s
solitary hospital to handl e radioactively contam nated
patients.

As alternatives to the facility, the EI'S should
address alternatives to and for NEF. For exanple, NEF
has previously been rejected by Louisiana and Tennessee,
whi ch were Loui siana Energy Services’ previous preferred
| ocations. The EIS should explain why LES is no | onger
pursui ng these alternatives and the circunstances under
whi ch LES was required to withdraw their proposals in

t hose st ates.
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Al so, the EI'S should present alternatives to
the NEF. Qbviously a no action alternative nmust be
included. Alternative nmethods of economn c devel opnent
shoul d be included for Lea County, such as renewabl e
energy research and devel opnment. As | |earned today,
considering the strength of the wind in this area,
perhaps wi nd farns shoul d be investigated as anot her
sour ce.

As for the econom c inpact, we request that the
ElI S detail the nunber and type of jobs that will be
created by NEF. Specifically, how many of these jobs
will require workers with special know edge of nucl ear
physi cs, and how many of these workers will have to be
imported fromother facilities or countries? How nmany
jobs will be created for current Lea County residents?
What woul d these jobs be? Wat will their average
salary be? And how long are they expected to | ast?

Al so, we request that you investigate the
upward nobility of the jobs that the Lea County facility
will present. Furthernore, we request that the EI S
i nclude the projected economc multiplier for the
facility so that Lea County residents may actually judge
the econom c inpact the facility will have on the area.

Al so, the EI'S should address the effects of Lea

County’s issuing a 1.8 billion dollar industrial revenue
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bond to LES, the future inpacts such an allocation nmay
have on Lea County, and the potential econom c inpacts
if the facility should fail to generate revenue.

Consi dering that the U S. governnent currently
artificially sustains the uraniumnmarket, it is possible
the NEF may not generate as much revenue as expect ed.
Furthernore, as LES is 90-percent owned by foreign
agents, the EI'S should estimate how nuch of NEF s
proposed revenue would remain in Lea County and in the
United States and how nuch will be exported to foreign
countri es.

Concerni ng em ssions, the EIS nust estimate the
| evel s of air and water em ssions expected fromthe
facility and the risk presented to the public by those
em ssions. Any definition of risk should be related to
t he nunber of cancer deaths per 10,000 people so that
there may be consi stency between risk estimates which
will facilitate conparison of risk from NEF and ot her
nucl ear facilities.

Furthernore, as reported in the Decenber 18th,
2003, Al buquerque Journal, heavy w nds in southeastern
New Mexi co have been known to transport sedinment as far
as away as Wsconsin. The EI'S should include an
analysis of the effects of NEF s air emi ssions on those

l'iving dowmwi nd of the facility. Analysis of the
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effects of air em ssions should extend beyond the
50-m | e radi us.

Furthernore, LES s plans for its facility in
Loui si ana i ncluded a hol ding pond for wastewater. The
El S shoul d include the effects of ingestion and
i nhal ati on of depl eted uranium due to evapotranspiration
fromsuch a holding pond. In addition, the EI'S nust
estimate the effects of such a hol ding pond on the soil
and groundwat er beneath it.

The I ndustrial Revenue Bond for NEF specifies
that LES may not build a facility in Lea County if it
has committed environnental violations in the county.
Consi dering that LES is conposed prinmarily of national
and international organizations, we request that this
provi sion be expanded to include environnental
violations in any country in which LES or its partners
operate nuclear facilities.

Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you very nuch,
Any.

We're going to go to a group of speakers now
who are the people who work for the various |oca
governments in terns of running the |ocal governnents,

t he managers, public safety, and also the schools. And

we're going to start with M. Dennis Hol nberg who is the
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Lea County manager.

Denni s.
MR. HOLMBERG |’ m Denni s Hol nberg, the
Lea County manager. | |ive between Hobbs and Lovi ngton

and have been here, as of |ast week, nine years.

| amhere to talk to you this evening to read a
letter fromthe Lea County Water Users Associ ation that
addressed sone of the questions that were brought up in
the early stage of the ampbunt of water that woul d be
used by the proposed plant and a conpari son of what that
means. The letter is fromthe Water Users Associ ati on,
dat ed Sept ember 29t h.

In the desert water is life. This fact is
ingrained into the mnds of every New Mexi can and every
i nhabitant of the dry southwest. As a result, any
proposal for econom c devel opnent nust carefully address
the inpact on the availability of water in our state and
in our comunity.

In the | ast weeks there have been severa
m sl eadi ng statenents regarding the water in the
national enrichnment facility. Some have cl ai med t hat
the proposed facility will require trenendous amounts of
water to operate and have a detrinental effect on our
conmuni ty.

Not hing could be further fromthe truth. The
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estimted water use of the NEF will be approximately 75
acre feet of water annually. To put this in
perspective, consider this. The 75 acre feet is the
sanme amount of water allowed for a 25-acre farm The
Euni ce Golf Course uses 210 acre feet a year. The Hobbs
Country Club uses 283 acre feet a year. And the New
Mexi co Ganme Conmi ssion uses 170 acre feet to maintain
the Green Acres Lake in Hobbs. These nunbers cone from
the 2000 Lea County regi onal water plan. Wen you
conpare the figures, you quickly see that the NEF water
usage is actually very snall.

W have worked closely with NEF to review these
wat er needs. W could easily neet the requirenents.
NEF has proven to be a cooperative conpany that intends
to operate efficiently and respectfully when it conmes to
wat er usage in New Mexico. As stewards of Lea County
and Eunice’'s water, we |ook forward to working with
t hem

And | would tell you that is signed by the
Chai rman Buster Goff; Bob Carter the vice chairman; Bil
Bentle, who is a menber fromJal; Gary Schubert, who
spoke to you from Hobbs; J.W Neal a nenber from Hobbs;
Nita Waddell, who’'s a nenber; JimBritton, Gary Fonay, a
menber; Becky Jo New, Betty Britton, who is the mayor of

Tatum and by John Norris, a farnmer in Lea County.
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Thank you very much. | have a copy of this for
your records.
FACI LI TATOR CAMERON. Ckay. Thank you,
M. Hol mberg.
W' re next going to go to the city manager of
Euni ce, and now | have to apol ogi ze i n advance for
not -- M. Ron Abousleman. Okay. There he is.
M . Abousl eman.
MR ABOUSLEMAN: My nane’s Ron Abousl eman.

I’mcity manager here in Eunice, and I'mfairly newto

the area. 1’ve only been here about nine nonths. But I
ama native New Mexican. | didn't conme as prepared as
sonme of the other people, so I'll probably wing it a
little bit.

You’ ve heard everything that has been said this
evening. | in no way would try to address the technical
aspect of what’'s going on here. | don’t have the
know edge, and |’'m sure that nost of us don’t have that
know edge. We're lucky to have the NRC and the
Envi ronmental Department that will be | ooking out for
those aspects of this plant that we’re | ooking at
| ocating here next to Eunice in Lea County.

| think that what we do need to look at is the
econonmi ¢ diversification that can take place should this

project be located here. |It’s something that | know Lea
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County has been | ooking at for quite some tine now,
because it’s sonmething that | hear at al nost every
neeting that | go to. And | do attend quite a few
nmeetings, diversification of the econonmy. W cannot
depend so much on oil and gas as we have in the past.
We don’t know what’s going to happen in the future.

And | think there’'s a fear there, and possibly
a fear of nore than what this plant can bring to our
area. | think the technology is so advanced today
conpared to 1979 or sone of these dates that were
brought up of accidents that may have occurred at other
plants. And | think we have to really |l ook at that and
consider that along with everything else. But | think
what | would want to see and | think we should | ook at
and be very concerned with is the econom c
diversification of this area.

And it’s not only for Lea County. [It’s not
only for New Mexico. Mich of Texas will be a part of
the benefits that we can get from sonething of this
nature. You know, sone of the people have indicated
that they want their kids to grow up here. They'd I|ike
their grandchildren to grow up here. | conme from close
to Al buquerque where a | ot of people are saying the
people are noving to. Well, | have three children. And

unfortunately, ny three children had to go | ook for jobs
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out side of New Mexico. They're all enployed in other
states, and | would |ove to have them here also. |
woul d | ove to have themnext to ne. And | think the
whol e state needs to | ook at diversification, not just
t he county.

W just were blessed with a grandchild that’s
about nine nmonths old. |1’ve had the opportunity to see
t hat grandson of mine only about three tines, and it’s
hard. You get -- luckily, we have e-mail and all this
stuff now, and it’s very advanced technol ogy when it
conmes to the caneras that | can -- | finally got to see
ny grandson when he crawled for the first time over the
internet. | didn't get to see it live.

But anyway, what | would |ike to enphasize is
the econom cal diversification. W’re going to see
what ' s been told about 400 jobs through construction.
That construction period can take up to six, seven
years. Can you inagi ne what woul d happen to this area
if we have 400 people here constantly for the next six,
seven years? And then about two years after
construction starts, we have the pernanent enpl oyees
locating in the area or getting hired, and that neans a
little over 200 jobs, permanent positions, average
sal ari es of approximately $50,000 a year with benefits

packages above 30 percent. | think those are the things
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we need to | ook at.

The construction will help the | ocal econony.
You know, it’s going to help Eunice. 1It’s going to help
Andrews. It’s going to help Hobbs, Lovington, Tatum
even Jal. 1’ve got to joinin on that. |’ve |earned
that already. 1’ve got to be sure | nake that point.
But | think, you know, these jobs are going to help us
all. So |l think we have to | ook at that very carefully
and kind of prepare for that.

You know, this would be the first industry of
this type in the whole United States, this technol ogy.
It would be so great that a technol ogy such as this that
woul d be ground breaking for the United States woul d be
| ocated in New Mexico and further |located in Lea County.

| think the other thing we’re missing right now
when it comes to economic diversification is the
spin-off industry. | would like to see the spin-off
i ndustry to |ocate very near where this plant will be.
Because that will just nean nore for us. The
decontam nation facility I'd Iike to be right next door.
| don’t want it 250 mles away or 500 mles away or
10,000 miles away. |'d like to see it next door to this
facility.

And | think the one thing that 1'Il end with is

that toni ght when you go hone, if you're alittle bit
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hungry, you m ght be able to stop at our Allsup’ s or
Crcle K If this facility locates here, nmaybe then
we' | | have sonme restaurants, some facilities where we
can go and have a nice dinner at this tinme of the
eveni ng. Because right now you can get a candy bar or a
coke, and that’'s about it.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you.

W' re going to go to M. Hackler, and then
we're going to go to Chief Harper and Chief Rice.

MR HACKLER: |’mon Texas tine, and that
Al'l sup’ s sounds pretty good right now, so | may | ook up
the directions here in just a noment.

One of the things | figured out is that |
m ssed out on the trip to Holland. Over in Andrews,
we’'re working on trying to get a conmunity coll ege
there, and the nost exciting trip that |’ve taken is
down to Pecos, Texas, to see a conparable facility.

My nane is den Hackler, and I'mthe city
manager in Andrews, Texas. Qur nmayor, Bob Zap was here
back in Novenber and, | believe, addressed you. CQur
county judge is out of town. Major Zap was unable to be
here. Hi s grandson had surgery in Lubbock this norning.
And so ny comments are on his behalf as well as on
behal f of the city of Andrews.

To the Nucl ear Regul atory Commi ssion, |
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appreci ate the opportunity to address you as well.

Just by way of background, about a decade ago
the citizens of Andrews, recognizing a state and
nati onal problem began exploring the possibility of
siting this facility for the disposal of |owlevel
radi oactive waste in Andrews County. That facility is
known to nost of you as WCS, the waste control
speci al i st.

During that process, an incredible anmount of
due diligence was perforned by our community and by the
community | eadership to determne if a |lowleve
radi oactive waste site could be located in a safe,
environnental ly responsible, and efficient way. And our
concl usion was yes, with proper regulatory oversight, it
coul d be done.

That project is nearing reality today. W
approached the LES project in the sane way. W’ ve net
with LES officials as well as nenbers of the Nucl ear
Regul atory Commi ssion. |f a safe, environnentally
sensitive, technologically sound facility can be | ocated
i n sout heast New Mexico, we could support it. Based
upon the prelimnary information presented to us, we
believe this can be done, and we support those efforts.

The issue of uraniumenrichnent is a national

issue as well. | personally believe the inportance of

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

88

havi ng a donestic source of enriched uraniumfor the
nation’s comercial nucl ear power production is of
critical inportance. W have a great deal in common
with our neighbors in southeast New Mexico, and it
doesn’t stop at the state line. These comonalities can
be a regional strength.

And just as a total aside here, | want to tell
you that we are extrenely inpressed with what’s goi ng on
in Hobbs and in Lea County. You have a lot to be proud
of .

W al so share a comon industry, oil and gas.
The entire Perm an Basin of Texas and sout heast New
Mexi co has denonstrated that a potentially very
hazar dous i ndustry, when devel oped appropriately, can
and has becone a mjor econonic force.

The proposed LES project has the potential to
provi de a | ong-needed econom c diversification and make
a truly significant economc inpact on this entire
region. Wth good science, proven technol ogy, and the
proper oversight to ensure public health and safety and
protect the environment, the LES project can be a great
| ocal, regional, and national success. W support the
efforts of the NRC to nake sure that these objectives
are met. And we support the efforts of LES to nmake this

project a reality. Thank you.
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FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you.

Chi ef Har per.
CH EF HARPER. |'mJerry Harper. |I'mfire
chief here at the Eunice Fire Departnent. You know,
|’ ve been standing back here listening to a | ot of these
peopl e up here tal king about the NRC and LES. As far as
the Fire Departnent, we’'re real supporters of LES. |
just want to also say that | appreciate NRC com ng in,
you know, for the safety of the uraniumplant and all.
| can’t add what a | ot of these people have said, you
know, about this LES coming in. Al | can say is we
sure support it. It is a good asset to New Mexico, Lea
County, and Eunice. And |I'’mjust real proud that
t hey’ ve chosen this area here. Thank you.
FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, Chi ef.
And Sheriff Keith Rice.
SHERI FF RICE: Good evening. |'m Sheriff
Keith Rice, and | think | just found out where I fit in
on the political totempole. But | do believe that the
sheriff has to be a good strong base so that our other
political |eaders can build on that. Thank you NRC for
bei ng here tonight and |listening to everyone.
First of all, let ne thank you for this
peaceful congregation and for the nedia. And Daniel, |

don’t believe you re going to get any action photos
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tonight. So | believe that’s out of the question.

Law enforcenment in Lea County has been pretty

much ny life. I'min nmy 29th year of |aw enforcenent.
And 1’ ve loved every mnute of it, and | |ove Lea
County, and | love the people in Lea County or |

woul dn’t have done this for this many years. | would

like to say too that I’'mthe father of three and the

grandfather of three here in Lea County. | too want
themto stay here in Lea County. | want themhere with
me al so.

You know, when WPP canme in, we worked hand in
hand wi th Departnent of Energy, and we worked with W PP
We prepared oursel ves and educated ourselves in the
event that there were any problens that occurred in
security and the safety of the citizens of Lea County,
and it worked very well and has worked well. Wen
Wackenhut canme to Lea County, we educated oursel ves, and
we prepared ourselves for anything that m ght happen out
there. And it has al so worked very well.

| can assure you if the enrichnment plant cones
in here, we will educate ourselves. The spirit of
cooperation that | have seen, | have no reason to doubt
that will not continue with security. And | assure
you we wi Il educate ourselves, and when it becones tine

or necessary, if it does, | prom se you that your safety
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will be in our hands, and we wi |l be educated, and we
will be prepared. And | appreciate you allowing ne to
come tell you that tonight. And | welcone -- as a
citizen of Lea County born and raised here, | wel come
LES to Lea County. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, Sheriff.

W' re going to go to Toni Trujillo and then Joe

Cal deron and Stan Rounds.

M5. TRUJILLGO CGood evening everyone. M
name Toni Trujillo. 1’mthe Eunice superintendent of
the Eunice Public Schools. | want to first thank the
Euni ce Hi gh School students. Y all turn around and | ook
at our products. We love them Wuld you stand up just
for a second? Because | think what we’ve been talking
about today is all about our kids, and we really |ove
our Kids.

| also want to thank their teacher for being
here, and I'’mvery proud that they were able to
vi deotape this neeting. |’'mglad that the students have
an opportunity to be witness of good government in
action, and | believe that's what we’re seeing tonight.
But | also want to say that I'd like nmy children to go
hone and go to bed, that they’ ve got school in the
norning. So if we can, I'mgoing to try to be very

brief, and hopefully the speakers behind me will be so |
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can get ny kids hone.

[’mwearing two hats tonight. One, |'m
representing the Chanber of Commerce, and | have a bri ef
statement for them And then |I'’m also representing the
Euni ce Public School s.

On behal f of the Eunice Chanmber of Conmerce, |
amsubmtting a letter of support for LES and its
application to the NRC to open a nucl ear enrichment
plant in our area.

W appreciate the conpany’s interest in
creating a positive business climate. LES has been and
wi |l be a good business nei ghbor. The conpany has shown
its conmtnent to Eunice by opening a field office and
becomi ng a part of our community. The conpany’s
representatives have responded to all questions in a
strai ghtforward, honest, and conplete manner. And we
know that they will continue to do so with the NRC s
over si ght..

W | ook forward to working with the LES as a
val ued menber of the Chanber of Commerce. Wbrking
together, we will bring needed business and industry to
our comunity and support our grow ng econonmny.

And now for the Eunice Public Schools. This
correspondence serves as a letter of support to the

Nati onal Enrichnment Facility in its effort to secure an
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operating license fromthe Nucl ear Regul atory

Conmi ssion. Since the announcenent was made that the
national enrichment facility, NEF, would submit an
application, the Eunice Public School District has been
invol ved in an ongoing relationship with NEF

A high, and | enphasize high, |evel of
commtment to be a full educational partner with the
Euni ce Public Schools has al ready been evidenced in our
di scussions and joint activities with NEF. And 1'd |ike
to give you some concrete exanples of that. First, NEF
has established a Lea County Educational Advisory
Committee, including all five Lea County superintendents
and the New Mexico Junior College. The advisory
comm ttee has di scussed work force devel opnent issues
necessary for the successful interface of technol ogy
prograns between the public schools and the junior
col | ege.

Second, NEF has engaged in discussions, and |
woul d consi der those substantive discussions, with the
Euni ce Public School s regardi ng needed curricul ar
changes that will provide our students with the
appropriate opportunities to successfully conpete with
their peers in the areas of technol ogy integration and,
as you’ ve heard tonight, hopefully to have our children

stay hone and have very good jobs here and be part of
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the community and al so be part of their famlies. As a
concrete exanple of that, Eunice Hi gh School next year
will revise its algebra | course and offer applied
physics this upcom ng school near.

Third, NEF -- and this is the one | think
probably nost of us are very interested in, NEF
continues to support our high school athletes. Wth the
assi stance of NEF, our girls went to the state
vol | eybal I tournanent, and after our regi onal basket bal
ganmes on Friday and Saturday, tonorrow and Saturday --
and I'’msorry, Jal, but unfortunately, it’s just us
that’s in the regional tournanment. After the Friday and
Sat urday games, NEF will again help our girls by
providing funds to defray the costs of attending the
state basketball tournanment. This continuing support
for our Lady Cardinals is another indication of the true
teamspirit that is exhibited by this conpany.
Furthernmore, we continue to progress in other areas of
support, including technology and facility needs and
security enhancenent.

Thank you for your careful consideration of
this critical application. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you very nuch.

Let’s go to Steve Rounds.

MR. ROUNDS: St an.
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FACI LI TATOR CAMERON:  Stan. |'msorry.

Maybe the facilitator better go hone.

MR ROUNDS: | have been called a | ot
worse things in ny career. | have been superintendent
for 21 years, and |I’'ve heard it all

Ladi es and gentl enmen, good evening. 1’11 make
it very short. | do again want to recogni ze the Eunice
Publ i c School students over here. W’ve got sonme good
ones up the road about 20 nmiles also by the way in
Hobbs. And we | ook forward to continuing to work with

the districts in Lea County.

First, I want to make a personal statenent this
evening and, | think, to kind of set the stage for sone
of the comments I'Il make both on behalf of the Hobbs

Muni ci pal School s and al so on behal f of the Hobbs
Chanber of Comerce as president elect of that
organi zation. |’'ve not been to Alnelo. So I’ m one of
t he peopl e that has not gone there.

However, after ten years in Lea County and a
lifetime in New Mexico, one of the things that |’ve
|l earned is to trust the word of ny friends and not to
assault their character. This evening |I’'ve heard from
some of mny friends and people | trust, Ross Bl ack, Don
Whi t aker, Carroll Leavell, Johnny Cope, Joe Cal deron,

Hector Ramirez, M. Turner, and the others who spoke who
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had been there. One thing that ny dad taught ne as a
Met hodi st preacher is | ook people eyeball to eyeball,
and then you'll see if they're telling you the truth.
Fol ks, these folks don't lie.

Ladi es and gentl emen, on behal f of Hobbs
Muni ci pal Schools, let nme make a brief statenment. This
| etter has been forwarded to Chairman Nils Diaz of the
U.S. Nucl ear Regul atory Commi ssion. Good evening to the
staff. Good to have you in Eunice and in Lea County.

Al so Governor Bill Richardson and Secretary Ron Curry.

Dear Sirs, we are at the threshold of an
opportunity to make significant inprovenent to the
econony and New Mexico with the application of the LES
national enrichnment facility for placenment in Eunice,
New Mexi co. As the largest school district and as a
partner with the other four districts in Lea County, the
Hobbs School s have been actively involved in ensuring
that the educational |andscape in Lea County is prepared
to affirmatively respond to the needs presented by this
endeavor. W have found the LES/NEF to be an active
partner in planning and interaction with the schools.

As you’' ve already heard, and I'll add to the
list, already a nunber of initiatives have been
undertaken jointly. The superintendents of Lea County

along with New Mexico Junior Coll ege have net severa
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times with the staff from LES/ NEF to design curricul a
appropriate to the forecast needs for enploynent in that
facility. 1In fact, folks, if you'll think with me just
for a nmonent, our freshnen and sophonores in our schools
today are a potential work force for this facility. W
take that very seriously here in Lea County in the
educati on.

The Hobbs School s have benefited fromthe
efforts of personnel from NEF already to provide
educati onal enhancenments to the Hobbs Hi gh School in
this current year. A robust school-to-work plan is
being jointly devel oped, which is designed to keep Lea
County students enployed in Lea County by preparing them
with enploynent skills appropriate to this effort. In
fact, I amthe dad of two who live in Lea County and a
granddad of one just seven weeks ago who | hope to keep
here al so. And continued di al ogue will assure LES/ NEF
continues to act as a good nei ghbor in the schools and
t hroughout our conmuniti es.

As we prepare for the inclusion of 400
short-termjobs in Lea County and prepare to accept the
responsibility to serve the eventual 210 enpl oyees who
will permanently staff the first phase of this facility,
we are sure that LES/NEF will continue the cooperation

and partnershi p necessary to ensure the continuation of
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a high-quality education for our students.

Therefore, |adies and gentl enen of the National
Regul atory Comm ssion, | do urge your support for this
appl i cation and assure you of our support and conti nued
support of this venture.

If I may now switch hats, let ne talk as the
president elect of the Hobbs Chanber of Conmerce and
read a short statenent fromthat chanber

On behal f of the Hobbs Chanber of Commerce and
its 700 nenbers, we are witing this letter in support
of the Loui siana Energy Services’' application to build
and operate a national uraniumenrichnment facility in
the Eunice area of Lea County, New Mexico. W believe
and are convinced that the need for a safe and
controlled uraniumenrichnment facility in the United
States woul d provide the necessary independence and
security so inmportant to our current and future energy
needs.

In reviewing the current data and in visiting
wi th know edgeabl e handl ers of nucl ear and urani um
by- products, it appears that NEF s proposed process and
t echnol ogy devel opnent will neet or exceed the
Commi ssion’s requirenents. The enrichnent facilities in
Al nmel o, Netherlands, is the proposed nodel in the

devel opnent of the NEF facility in Lea County, New
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Mexi co. The information reviewed shows the Al nelo
facility to be safe, well secured, and well operated,
and presents a positive and desirable addition to their
nei ghbors.

The econom c inpact of 250 technical positions
in the southeastern corner of New Mexico could and woul d
change the | andscape and culture of our conmunities in a
very positive way. The addition of highly skilled
enpl oyees and famlies relocating to the Lea County area
woul d gi ve needed stability and growh to the area. The
site selected for the NEF facility has been proven to be
seismcally stable and free fromforei gn contam nation.
Nowhere in the United States would you find such a
| ocation for this process. The proposed NEF facility
woul d back up to the Waste Control Specialties of
Andrews, Texas, property and a possible secure and
| ong-termrepository for the by-products fromthe LES
pl ant .

The Hobbs Chanber of Conmerce has carefully
reviewed the information regarding the urani um
enri chment process and feels confortable endorsing the
Loui si ana Energy Services application to build a
processing facility in Lea County and knows that the LES
corporation would be a good corporate citizen. This is

an inmportant step that Lea County, New Mexico’'s, taken.
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And it has not taken it lightly and w thout thought and

concern. The time is right for the United States to
have its own processing facility, and Lea County is the
right place in which to build it. Thank you.
FACI LI TATOR CAMERON. Ckay. Thank you,
St an.
And we' Il go to M. G eda, and then we’'re going
to go to Becky LoDol ce.
M. Q eda.
MR QJEDA: (spoken in Spanish and Engli sh)

Menbers of the NRC. M nane is Hermillo Qeda. |

am the president of the Hi spanic Wrkers Council in
Hobbs, New Mexico. | amin support of this uranium
enri chment plant to be built in Eunice. | have been

living in Hobbs for over 30 years, and | have seen the
community grow along with nmy business. So this project
woul d be good for the community.

My concern at first was safety because of the
word "uranium" However, it was due to the wongfu
i nformati on runors about the word uraniumand its
dangers. However, after getting all the information
fromour neeting in Hobbs, |I have been straightforward
with any questions that | had. | am now convinced that
there is not a safety issue at all

Also, ny trip to the uraniumenrichnment plant
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in Alnelo in The Netherlands was really a project that
opened ny eyes. | was 100-percent convinced in ny
support for this project. A ong with other nenbers of
t he New Mexi co del egation that visited the plant, |
personally talked to the citizens of Alnelo. And the
| eaders of Alnelo are 100-percent in support of their
plant and in support of this plant. But what | was
i mpressed the nost is the job stability and the loyalty
of the 20-plus years of enploynent of the Al nelo plant
in The Netherl ands.

Therefore, | support this plant 100 percent.
And al so, on behalf of the Hispanic Wrkers Council and
its menbers, we also support the NEF. Thank you very
much.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you,

M. Qeda. And Becky.

M5. LODOLCE: Good evening everybody. M
nane i s Becky LoDolce. |I'mwth Concerned Citizens for
Nucl ear Safety, and | have sone concerns fromresidents
of New Mexico, including Lea County, that we would |ike
to add to our statenent.

Starting with enpl oyee health and safety. Most
of the workers of this plant will be dealing with deadly
urani um hexafl uoride. The EI'S nust consider cunul ative

health effects frominhal ati on and i ngestion of uranium
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hexafl uoride to workers. There is a federal programto
conpensat e urani um wor kers under the Radi ati on Exposure
Conpensation Act. But unfortunately, because of poor
record keeping, nost forner urani umworkers will not
recei ve conpensation. Therefore, the EI'S should include
a plan for maintaining and updati ng workers’ records in
a secure and public location where NEF enpl oyees can
access the radiation records in the event that they nust
file under the Conpensation Act.

Envi ronnmental justice: A thorough
environnental justice review nust be included in the
ElI'S, which includes NEF' s effects on mnority and
| ow-i ncone popul ations. According to the Lea County
clerk, in 1999, nore than 35 percent of the popul ation
in Lea County was mnority. There was an unenpl oynent
rate of 9.3 percent. And the EIS nust consider these
factors in their environnmental justice analysis.

Facility disposition: The EI'S should include a
detail ed disposition and closure plan for NEF, including
cost analysis. It should specify disposal |ocations for
any contam nated material that may be produced by
decont am nati on and decommi ssioning of the facility and
transportation routes that will be necessary for
di sposal of decontam nati on and deconm ssi oni ng wast es.

Further, the EI'S should include risk to workers that
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partici pate in decontam nati on and decomm ssi oni ng
activities.

In terms of waste: NEF is expected to produce
upwar ds of 140,000 tons of depl eted urani umwaste during
the course of its operations. LES has stated that this
waste would remain in New Mexi co no | onger than the
operating lifetinme of the facility, which is estimated
to be 30 years. Even if the deconversion facility and
per manent di sposal areas were built, LES waste would be
last in a long line of 450,000 tons of such waste
awai ti ng deconversion and di sposal in Paducah, Kentucky,
and Portsmouth, Chio. The EI'S shoul d address where the
LES waste will be stored in the interimbetween closure
of the NEF and deconversion and di sposal. Wat
transportation routes will be required to transport the
wastes first to the interimlocation, and finally to the
proposed deconversion and di sposal sites? WII there be
public nmeetings and opportunity for public coment for
those living along the transportation route?

W request that the EI'S exam ne possible
| ocations for both the deconversion and di sposal
facilities, as well as transportation routes to those
facilities. Furthernore, the EI'S should include inpacts
to areas along the transportation routes, as well as

detai |l ed acci dent anal yses, including exam nation of the
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adequacy of energency response teans al ong those
transportation routes.

On the topic of water: The EI'S should specify
t he anount and source of the water that it will be using
and the effects it will -- its use will have on water
supplies in the entire region. The EI'S shoul d consi der
current surface and groundwat er resources but also those
for the operational lifetime of the facility. Wat wll
the effect on the facility be on water resources as they
begin to dimnish further over tine?

On the topic of Urenco: |In cases of proposed
nucl ear weapons facilities, the EISis required to
outline the effects that the facility will have on the
nucl ear Non-Proliferation Treaty of 1970, of which the
United States is a signatory. NEF will not be a weapons
facility. However, given LES s parent conpany, Urenco
has a history of selling sensitive nucl ear weapons
information to Pakistan, lran, lraq, and Libya. W
therefore request that the EI'S i nclude an anal ysis of
Urenco’ s operations and their effect on the NPT and
hori zontal weapons proliferation internationally.

Moreover, as Urenco’s questionable reputation
may nake the facility vulnerable not only to -- as a
terrorist threat, but also espionage activities, the EI' S

must include a detail ed and extensive section outlining
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security neasures that will be required to protect the
facility. While we understand the sensitive nature of
security planning, we request that as much of this
security plan as possible be available to the public.

In terms of need for this facility: Currently
the demand for enriched uraniumis |low while there are
abundant quantities currently available. One of the
maj or sources of enriched uraniumis fromthe
di smantling of nuclear weapons from both the United
States and Russia. |In the 1980s there was nore
production of enriched uranium |In 1993 worl dw de
demand for enriched uraniumwas half of the production
capacity. Therefore, the EI'S nust address why this
facility is necessary given the current abundance of
enriched uranium and the possibility that LES may not
profit from NEF and nmay be unable to repay the $1.8
billion dollar bond issued by Lea County.

And just a conment to the residents of Lea
County. The 1.8 billion dollar construction for NEF
equates to nore than 50 percent of the entire fisca
year 2003 budget for the State of New Mexico, and a
generous 300 jobs created in the Eunice area equates to
approximately six mllion dollars per job. And roughly
200 j obs woul d be permanent jobs. | just spoke to ny

people of that. And -- or I'msorry. Wuld be -- the
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life span of those jobs would be 30 years. Six mllion
dollars per job is an awful ot to invest in one
generation of workers. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you. W're
next going to go Shalina Shaver, Erika Valdez, and
Twi | | a Parker.

Ms. Shaver.

M5. SHAVER Hi, my name is Shalina
Shaver, and | amcurrently the branch manager of
Enterpri se Rent-A-Car in Hobbs, New Mexico. W just
wanted to cone out and say tonight that we fully support
LES com ng to our community. W are very excited to
have you here. Thank you, NRC, for wanting to protect
us and make us safe. | don’'t understand at this point
in this neeting how anyone can have questions about the
safety that is surrounding this project. Once LES neets
t hese gui delines and cones to our comunity, we shoul d
have no doubt based on what these people are doing for
us that we would be safe. Qur children would be safe
and our entire comunity safe. And of course, we'll
have econom ¢ devel opnent and diversity. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you Shal i na.

Eri ka.
M5. VALDEZ: (spoken in Spani sh and Engli sh)

Good evening, |adies and gentlenmen. M nane is Erika
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Val dez. On behalf of the Hi spanic community and al so
echoing the forthcom ng sentinents of the Econom c
Devel opment Corporation of Lea County, | amhere to
express the full support, faith, and confidence in the
ability for LES to operate a safe and econom cally
advant ageous conpany for the future prosperity of Lea
County, the city of Eunice, and the state of New Mexi co.
Thank you.
FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, Eri ka.

Twi | | a.

M5. PARKER And ny nane is Twilla Parker.
|"’mhere just as a citizen. Wile I was in school -- |
went to Penn State for ny graduate work -- | did various
wor k in econoni ¢ background, agricultural background,
envi ronnent al background, including cost and benefit
anal ysi s of proposed projects such as this, and rural
devel opnent. | never thought that Hobbs woul d not be
considered a rural comunity. And | am from Hobbs. But
in our research, we always used Hobbs as rural instead
of urban because we are so isolated, right? The
gover nment considers us urban, and | found out a few
t hi ngs when | was | earning about econom c devel opnent in
rural econoni es.

One is that we need to be diversified. And our

econony has not been diversified. |I'mstill fairly
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young, but | can renenber in the '80s and the ' 90s the
oil bust. M parents weren’'t in the oil field. But our
famly did still suffer in the oil bust. And our
conmmuni ti es have been trying to diversify. And if we
are able to diversify, then we’'ll be able to survive
those | ow sl unps better

Ckay. Another thing that people have brought
up is sonething that 1’ve always heard called the brain
drain. In Pennsylvania this is a big problem which is
where | heard the termbrain drain. Overeducated youth
| eave, and we | ose that education that we’ ve paid for.
Vell, I'"mone of those educated youth that has recently
canme back. And | would say when | |eft Hobbs, | had no
pl ans of com ng back to Lea County. But being in
Pennsyl vania, | mssed Lea County, and | m ssed the
peopl e.

And | see this as an opportunity to all ow our
young people to get their education and to use it here
so we don’t | ose that education. W keep our education
and our skilled youth in Lea County. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, Twill a.

W' re going to go next to Rose Gardner. And
then we’re going to hear from Robbi e Roberts and | think
it’s Rosina. Rose Gardner

M5. GARDNER: First, | would like to
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extend a welconme to the NRC. |’mthankful that this
procedure is in place regarding |icensing and your role
init. The next thing | wanted to say was | truly

apol ogi ze to all of those here that have been of f ended
by the remarks nmade by some of our Lea County officials.
It’s unconscionable to treat our guests this way.

The first topic | would like to address is the
road conditions on sone of our New Mexico roadways. The
two-lane road that |leads to the plant site is in a very
deteriorated condition. There's daily oil field traffic
as well as the only road leading to the county |andfill
and the waste depository. |’ve lived in Eunice 42 out
of 46 years, four years served in the United States Air
Force. And as long as | can renenber, there have been
nuner ous acci dents both on H ghway 18 that |eads to the
area and al so on the Texas hi ghway towards Andrews.

Sure there are different reasons for these accidents,

but neverthel ess, they involved fatalities. The use of
this road -- | use it. M husband uses it to go to work
in Semnole. | use it to go get goods in (Odessa,

medical facility in Andrews. M famly lives in
Andrews, Odessa. These roads need to be properly zoned.
They need to be inproved. And |’ m paraphrasi ng because
|”ve got a lot of things to say.

Al so, due to the increased anount of
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construction that will be related to the plant and then
after that the transport of containers of uraniumore
and enriched uranium Al so, these are definitely safety
i ssues that need to be addressed and how this w ||

i mpact our daily lives for the future. W also get
traffic from Texas that passes through Eunice on their
way to our popul ar recreation location in Carlsbad as
wel | as the Sacranento Mountains including C oudcroft
and Rui doso. Sone of these people do stop in Eunice to
eat or gas up. So we owe it to themto check out the
traffic and roadway safety aspect.

The next topic is concerning the storage
contai ner safety and the yet unresol ved disposition of
future waste. | won’'t go into all the amounts of waste
that we know are already sitting out there in the United
States. \Whose waste is going to take priority? Who
wi Il dispose of this waste? And all the necessary
repositories and where, those haven't been addressed,
not with concrete and solid evidence to prove to ne that
this issue has been resolved. It has not.

|’d hope that the other waste in the United
States is taken care of and given priority over the
Euni ce waste. Those people around here have had to live
with the dangers for many years, and our governnent has

not taken care of the problem
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The next one I'd like to discuss is the safety
i ssue involving the open contam nation water pit that
will be onsite. It was described as having walls and
managed to protect wildlife fromgetting in the water
The sun’s evaporation process as well as what happens if
we get sone heavy rains and the pit overflows? WII it
contam nate the soil around it? Can the water be
contained at all? The construction of the pit is of
interest as well. Wat type of |liner can be used that
will not |eak and show resistance to external conditions
that we are assured there will be no soil and underwater
cont am nati on

There will be emi ssions fromthe plant that
wi Il possibly be harnful to waterfow and humans as wel |
as livestock in the area. Certainly these are to be
nonitored. But if high |evels of contam nation are
found, are there enough precautions in place to assure
that no one will be hurt.

The water resource devel opnments are very
limted. Since our main water resource is the QOgallal a
Aqui fer, 1’m concerned about the m sleading figures |
have conme across regarding the anount in the plant.
Even t hough sone of these have been addressed tonight,
"1l be interested. LES clains on its website that it

will use 75 acre feet of water per year, about the sane
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as a nei ghbor hood of 210 homes or an 18-hol e golf
course. Yet the Hobbs Golf Course uses 283 acre feet of
wat er, and Eunice only has nine holes, and it uses 210
acre feet. | have questions about the water figures
agai n.

| do not believe that the 40-year water study
performed in *99 and 2000 in Lea County took into
account a swell in population over the next 30 years of
growt h of approximtely 70,000 people. As LES pointed
out in their recent article on how Al nmel o, Netherl ands,
grew froma small farmng conmunity to a city of 70, 000.
I's our aquifer able to sustain not just plant usage of
wat er for approximately 30 years, but an increase in
popul ation that’s two tines the anmount of our bigger
nei ghbor Hobbs? | believe this is an inportant issue
t hat needs to be addressed.

The surrounding communities as well as other
New Mexi co counties are depending on the sane water
whi ch conmes from a nonrepl enishing aquifer. In a news
rel ease dated June 12, 2003, by the United States
Departnent of Agriculture states, the search for
solutions to the declining water level in the Ogallala
Aqui fer recently gained nomentumw th the introduction
of the Hi gh Pl ains Aquifer hydrogeol ogic map and the

Monitoring Act by Senator Jeff Beeman. This |egislation
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seeks to extend the |life of the Ogallala by setting up
the framework needed to work towards | ong-term sol utions
to reduce the rate at which water fromthe aquifer is

bei ng m ned.

It goes on to say, how long will precious water
of the Ogallala Aquifer will last is not known.
Therefore, conservation is critical. Solutions nust be

sought and alternatives expl ored.

Has Lea County and the city of Eunice conpl eted
all the recommendati ons and suggestions nade by the
engi neers that perforned these studies? Sone
suggestions regardi ng water storage and the drilling and
acqui sition of additional wells have not been addressed
by our city of Eunice as of yet. Again, these
recommendati ons were nade before this plant was even in
the picture.

The final issue | would like to address is the

val uation or devaluation of properties in Eunice. As a

| andowner with four hones -- houses, rather, and two
smal | busi nesses, | am concerned about the val ues of
these properties. |If there should be a problemat the

plant, a contam nation of |land or water occurs, howis
that going to affect ne? WII| ny property val ue go
down? |f the value goes down and | decide to abandon ny

honet own for a new and safer place to live, who would
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want to buy ny properties? | would think that |I’d have
to take a loss on all that |I have. Frankly, this is not
acceptable to ne because at this point in tine, thereis
no plant. There is no radiation problem There are no
radi ati on em ssions vented in the air.

The recent information disclosed about possible
i nternational industrial espionage and intrigue on the
part of a former Urenco scientist also gives one reason
to pause and reflect on the possible consequences that
do not show up for many years and how all of it could
possi bly inpact our state and national security.

In closing, | would Iike to ask that you as
menbers of the NRC to deny once again the |icense
application to Urenco, LES/ NEF. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you.

Robbi e Roberts.

MR. ROBERTS:. |’ m Robbie Roberts, and I'm
here to issue a statement of support from both the
Lovi ngt on Chanber of Commerce and the Lovi ngton Econom c
Devel opnment. |’ve been involved in this project since
early part of their acknow edgnent that they were
interested in this area. And | have had nothing but
really support fromLES. And therefore, | wote a
resolution fromthe Lovington Econom c Devel opnment

Corporation, of which | amthe president, in support of
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them The Lovi ngton Chanber of Commerce asked me to
cone here and represent them because our econony needs
to be diversified to support and grow. W have an
existing retail custonmer base that needs nore services
and busi nesses in which to grow our econony.

As Econom c Devel opnent president, | know that
econom ¢ devel opnent can only work through vision and
dreans of individuals and conpanies willing to step out
of mainstream and focus on new technol ogy and new
busi ness, which will give a shot in the armto a region
that is nearly wholly dependent on hydrocarbon
production. That's all been stated tonight, and I’ m not
going to go into any further discussion on it.

Basically, | come here now as a concerned
citizen. |1’ma chem cal engineer. Through college I
el ected to take nucl ear chem stry as part of ny program
Thr ough nmy experience as a chem cal engi neer and
bui I di ng plants around the United States and the world,
| have been able to be onsite at several nuclear
technology facilities. And | have never -- and being
able to inspect these plants, understand the safety that
is nowin the new technol ogy of nuclear energy, that the
dangers have been reduced. O course, there is danger.
But as a part of an age that grew up, we now realize the

fallacy and the fear of nuclear energy. And we reject
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the horror stories presented to us in our youth. W
realize that sinply because we cannot see it, that it’s
dangerous. It can be disposed of. It can be handl ed
with safety.

We know that nucl ear energy is a clean energy.
It’s been stated that -- 20 years ago that was their
phrase. It does not pollute our atnosphere as the
majority of the electricity that is produced in the
United States which cones fromcoal that is a continual,
not just an upset, not just a possible, it is a
continual pollutant. It does cause acid rain. |t does
contam nate the water supplies and our |ocal surrounding
ar ea.

Therefore, it is ny recommendati on that we
support the LES/NEF facility, and I would like to state
that if we continue to take a not-in-our-backyard
stance, that we will lose the ability to have input into
these facilities that are going to be built, whether
they’' re here, whether they' re around the country. If we
continue to say not in our backyard, they re going to be
built, but as long as we keep them cl ose, we can have
i nput and we can bring up the standards.

And the last point that | would like to bring
is that as a parent, New Mexico has been a natura

resource base. G| and gas, uranium potash, all of
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these are natural resources that have been a base for
t he econom c devel oprment of New Mexi co throughout the
years. CQur biggest natural resource is our children,
and right now we all know, we’ve heard -- | have two
young children, nine and el even. Ri ght now we know t hat
they will be seeking enploynent el sewhere. And it is
for their sake we have to depend on their know edge and
what they learn as they grow up. W have to depend on
the NRC to protect them But for themever to cone back
here, to ever be able to come back here and to have the
life, the jobs, we’'re going to have to support the
i ndustries that have the higher-paying jobs and
therefore provide themw th a standard of living. And
woul d love to see ny kids cone back here. And that’s
really about all | can say.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, Rob.

Is it Rosina?

M5. GREEN:. Hi, I'mRosina Geen, and I'm
fromJal, and please don’'t throw anything at ne. And
Cl aydene just gave ne one of those | ooks.

In regards to the application by Louisiana

Energy Services to build and operate a uranium
enri chment plant in Lea County, New Mexico, the board of
directors of the Jal Chanmber of Commerce would like to

of fer our utnost support.
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Jal is located approximately 25 mles south of
the proposed facility in southern Lea County. CQur
econony has relied on the energy industry throughout
nost of our history. Many years of oil and gas
producti on have acquainted us with the hazards and
benefits that go hand in hand with any type of energy
production. W have no doubt that this facility will be
operated in a safe and efficient manner that will be
beneficial to the people of Lea County and in the best
i nterest of our national energy needs.

The full-tinme jobs that will result fromthe
operation of this facility will be a trenendous boomto
t he econony of southeastern New Mexico, an area that has
faced difficult times for the past 15 to 20 years. |If
for no other reason, the people of this area have voi ced
strong support for this project. Qur neetings with LES
representatives and visits by local officials to the
enri chment plant in The Netherlands has further
convinced us of the safety and the efficiency of such a
facility.

W understand that the application review
process by the Nucl ear Regul atory Commrission is a
necessary and inmportant part of the creation of this
plant. W pledge to cooperate fully with the NRC in any

way we mght be called upon to see that this |icense
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application is reviewed in a tinely manner that wll
ensure safe, efficient, and secure operations by the
proposed national enrichnent facility.

Thank you for your consideration, and we invite
you to cone and visit us in Jal any tine.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you.

W have a few nore speakers, and we cane to
hear you tonight, and we’re going to hear you, and |
just thank all the rest of you for your patience. W
are going overtime. Qur next four speakers, Paul
Canpbel | , Joan Tucker, Pat MCasl and, and Kat hy Bear den.

Paul .

MR CAWMPBELL: Good evening. | cane here
this evening to lend ny support to this project. |
think it’s very inportant to our area and our conmunity.
My wife and | noved to Hobbs 25 years ago to join in a
fam |y business. That fam |y business is now, as of
| ast year, in its fourth generation of famly com ng
into that. But w thout econom c growth and wi t hout
diversification, | don't think we’'d ever get to see the
fifth. So | really think it’s inportant we | ook at the
economi ¢ diversification

The ot her issue was the safety issue, and |
have all the confidence in LES and the information

t hey’ ve provided us, even nore confidence in ny friends
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and community | eaders that went to Al nel o and researched
that and cane back with that information. That gives ne
very good confidence. But | have greater confidence
because | know the NRC is going to watch out and make
sure that everything is done correctly.

So | again appreciate you conmng and the role
that you have in that and fully support LES/ NEF. Thank
you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you.

And this is Joan.

M5. TUCKER  Good evening. | am Joan
Tucker, and | amprivileged to be here tonight. A very
warm warm wel comre to the menbers of the NRC. W are
delighted to have you here.

As a regional comunity, we are conprised of
i ndependent, spunky people with pride and spirit, and |
m ght add, a willingness to stay up | ate when the
occasion arises. Like so many in this room | am
intensely proud to be part of this area and care deeply,
as you do, about the future of this terrific regiona
nei ghbor hood.

As we expl ore econoni c devel opnent and
di versification opportunities, we nust assess will this
particul ar business, will this particular industry add

to our quality of life? If we don't nake that
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assessment, we fail our responsibility for the future,
and we tranple our comunity pride and our comunity
self-respect. Sone nmeasures of quality of life for a
busi ness i nclude caliber and nunber of jobs, treatnent
of their enployees, placing a high value on educati on,
envi ronment al inpact and safety, corporate citizenship,
and of course ethics. Measured by this standard, LES
will prove to strengthen our quality of life and in
consequenti al ways.

Secondly, to the point of nuclear energy, there
is much enotion surrounding the issue of nucl ear energy
and safety. However, when you strip away the enotion
and the fear and when you objectively review the
science, the facts, we find sound basis for nuch greater
nucl ear power throughout our nation and a clear, clear
need for nucl ear power.

It is tremendously exciting to think that Lea
County could be honme to a respected conpany with a
respected track record that woul d hel p nake that happen.
Ladi es and gentl enen of the NRC, thank you for your
revi ew and your consideration.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you very nuch.

Pat .

MR. MCCASLAND: You know, |’ve been

sitting in the back, and sonme of the people |I really
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couldn’t understand very well, so | want to nake sure
you can hear nme. Everybody all right? Everybody awake?
Stay awake, please.

Wl |, thank you to the NRC for com ng tonight.
You know, in reality the NRC, New Mexi co Environnent
Departnent are the advocates for this county. They're
the ones that are going to ensure that our safety, going
to ensure that our environnment is not inpacted to a
degree that we will be inpacted. So | appreciate you
guys, and we’'re going to have to rely on you. The EI'S
that you re going to be doing, | hope when | read it,
I’mnot going to have to be critical.

| was born in Eunice in 1950, and | went to
school here, graduated from high school, went to Ozark
Christian Coll ege, New Mexico Junior College, graduated
from New Mexico State University with a bachel or of
science degree in 1974. And | worked for a major oil
conpany, worked for nyself. Then | went to work for the
New Mexi co Environment Departnent.

And there were eight guys here while ago --
they’ ve already gone, but they were here fromthe State
of New Mexico. Al of themlive in Santa Fe. |It’'s a
| ong ways down to Lea County from Santa Fe. But | used
to work for one of those guys. And it just so happened

| was in the bathroom and he was in there. | hadn’'t

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

123

seen himin five years, and he was down here, and he’s
been through this process or famliar -- he's real
famliar with the process. He sad, Pat, he said, have
you |l ooked into it?

And you know what? It’s interesting. W' ve
heard a | ot of comments tonight from several people, but
| haven’t heard anyone say that they ve read the
application. Now, when | was working for the
Envi ronment Departnment, ny title was environnmentalist.
Ckay? And | really had a hard tinme saying, yeah, | work
for the environment. |’man environmentalist. Because
i mMmedi ately you're a tree hugger. And that’s a problem
In Lea County that’s a problem | want you to know
that. Right, Harry? Were's Harry Teague?

MR. TEAGUE: And that’s right.

MR MCCASLAND: And that’s right. And |’'m
taking way too long, and I know. But in that
application it tal ks about the residents that |live 2.63
mles west of where the facility’s going to be. And
that’'s exactly where | live. And ny wife is -- she is
S0 bl essed to have ne there because | can read, and |
know where the application is. And |I’'ve read the
application, not all of it though. Now, | mean, | don’t
want to overinpress you or anything.

But when | read the application, it talked
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about the things that | was concerned about,
environnmental inpacts, the rel ease, airborne rel ease,
transportation, the operations of the facility. And you
know, | cane up, it’'s a hazardous activity. It’s like
getting married. |If you do everything right, you’'l
stay married, and that’s what we want. And nmarriages
can last for a long, long tine.
And so ny one question is, is the NRC going to

have a person onsite every day at that facility?

MR. JOHNSON: The plan is that there Il be
i nspectors that will inspect the construction and during
t he operation, but right now we're not planning on a
full-time resident inspector.

MR MCCASLAND: Ckay. That answered one
of ny questions.

| have a recommendation, and it may seem --

don’t want to of fend LES or anyone. Because | know the
benefits are going to be there for Lea County fromthis
facility. And the association with LES, | wish it was
owned by a United States conmpany. Nevertheless, | think
that there is a need in this county for maybe an
over si ght group appointed by the Lea County Comm ssi on,
a stakeholder’s group, if you will, to |look at the
envi ronnment al i npact statenent and possibly even assi st

the NRC in nmaking a pernmit that will be a better permt.
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| thank you for letting me speak tonight, and I
apol ogi ze for speaking a little too |ong.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you for that
suggestion and al so for the anal ogy between marri age and
LES. Let’s see where we go with that one.

Kat hy Bearden, and then we’re going to go to
Tom Jones.
Kat hy.

M5. BEARDEN:. |’ m Kathy Bearden, and |’'m
presi dent of the Econom c Devel opnment Corporation of Lea
County. EDC of Lea County believes that this project is
a great opportunity to enhance the econonic diversity of
this region. W further, nore inportantly, believe that
this is a great opportunity to strengthen our national
energy security. W believe nuclear energy is an
i mportant piece of our national energy future as we
strive to reduce our dependence on foreign sources of
energy. This facility will play an inportant role in
our energy security by providing a conpetitive domestic
source for our future nuclear fuel needs.

|’ ve been asked by sone of ny business
counterparts in the county to present these letters of
support for the LES project. As you know, EDC of Lea
County has come to the conclusion that LES would be a

strong, responsible steward of the environnment and of
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the security and health of the citizens of Lea County.
Also, | think it would be presunptuous of any
person in this roomto try to tell the NRC how to do
their job. But you have given your word, and we’'ll hold
you to that word that you will be thorough, that you
will be diligent, that you will also be quick. So we
appreci ate your conmng to Lea County, and thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you.

Tom
MR JONES: |’'m Tom Jones of Waste Contr ol
Specialist. | had a speech that’s been essentially
repeated several tinmes tonight. So I'Il address a

different issue. W support and welcone LES to cone in
as our next door neighbors.

One of the things that |’'ve been exposed to
over ny career is the opportunity to work with a couple
of conpani es that nake billion dollar investnents in
their manufacturing facilities, high-tech facilities.
And there’s a couple of things there that have not been
mentioned tonight. A conpany that spends a billion
dollars for a high-tech manufacturing facility needs the
community’s support |ike we're addressing tonight. But
what they take to the comunity, | think, is what is
i mportant. The investnment that a conpany like this can

make in enpl oyees and education and trai ning and safety,
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nunber one, they’ ve got a |ot of noney invested in
folks, and they're going to treat themright. And
that’s the kind of enployers we want.

But they're also the kind of company that’s
been nmaking an investnent in the community. | think you
see a lot of the folks in this kind of a conpany are
going to be actively involved in the community. You're
going to see blood drive donations increase. You're
going to see United Way col l ections increase. And
you're going to see a lot of investnent in the |ocal
busi nesses. There’s a lot of quality control
requi rements that a conpany like this has got to inpose
upon their vendors. So there will be a lot of education
and a lot of treatnent of vendors.

So | guess | really welconme themfor what
they’'re going to do for the community, |ong-term and
spi n-of f things that we haven’t discussed. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, Tom

W' re going to go to den Hackler, then Steve
McCl eery and Terah Bettis.

d en.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: He spoke earlier.
FACI LI TATOR CAMERON. Ch, okay. Steve
McCl eery.

MR. MCCLEERY: Good evening to the NRC. |
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want to welcone you to Lea County. My nane is Steve
McCl eery. |’ m president of New Mexico Junior College,
and this is indeed an honor to have you here.

| think one of the things in higher education
that we have to be good stewards of is teaching people
how to think, teaching people howto triangulate better,
and people to cone to a conclusion on their owmn. So |’'m
not here to speak for every one of our students. That
doesn’t make sense. But | amhere to specifically speak
for the New Mexico Junior College as the president of
t he board, not the students and not the staff. They
have to cone to their own conclusion. That’s healthy.
That’ s good. And hopefully, we’'re creating people in
that workplace that can think critically, put the
i nformati on together, and then come to their own
concl usi ons.

| have witten a letter to M. Diaz in support
of this project. And the reason |’ve done that is
because the data, at |least that | have gathered -- and |
have read part of the application process. It was
delivered in volumes to ny office. It goes on and on
and on. | would not sit here and tell you that | have
read every word. | have not.

But any of the questions that | would have

asked in an information gathering stage to triangul ate
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the data tells me a couple of things.
product that’s going to cone out -- oka
tal ki ng about the by-product -- is goin
wel | -cared-for, well-docunented, if you
And that’s inportant to everybody in th
will also tell you that | have met nult
people fromLES and from Uenco. | fin
ethical. | find themto be very forthr
themto be forthcomng with any inform
And | find themin every case willing t
| evel to address the questions.

At their request, they net on
our students, and they held a question-
session. | was very inpressed with the
our students asked. But | was equally
the answers that in this case Rod Krich
nmeet. He didn't skirt the issues. He
point. And he challenged them He sai

research for yourself. That’'s good adv

But at this juncture, | will t
confident in the process. |’mvery con
I’mvery confident in Uenco. |’ mvery

this plant facility. |1’mvery confiden
out here, particularly the educational

able to provide a trained work force.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701

129
One is that the

y, |’ m not

g to be a good,
will, facility.
is room But |
iple times with

d themto be very
ight. | find
tion that | need.

0 go to the next

our campus W th
and- answer
guestions that

i mpressed with
was able to
addressed the

d don’t trust ne;
i ce.

ell you | amvery

fident in LES.
confident in

t in these people

setting, to be

And that’s going

(202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

130

to be as critical as anything in this because you can
have all the facilities in place and all the things from
NRC s points, but you' ve got to have the work force to
follow through. | amconfident that Lea County from one
end to the other will provide that work force.

I’ m confident that our politicians and our
| egi sl ators can provide the needs in terns of road
infrastructure, electricity, water, those things will be
addressed. Because we’'re a people that have conme to the
table. W’'re very proactive. And |I’mconfident in the
citizens of Lea County to continue to ask the right
guesti ons.

And then finally, I’mvery confident in the
process that you' re doing to triangul ate the data.
You' re going to sort it out. You're going to |ook at
that and process it. At this point intine | think you
will find very favorable results as to what LES wants to
do. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you.

W have our last five speakers. Terah Bettis

and then Dan Snow after Terabh.
MR BETTIS: [|’mgoing to make mine short

and sweet because |I'mtired. But ny nane is Terah
Bettis, and I work for Vision Realty. | sell rea

estate. And | live here in Eunice, and | have two
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children of nmy own.

And | also traveled to Alnelo, Holland. 1t was
a wonderful trip. And I'd just |like to say that | was
very inpressed with the plant there. The people were
wonderful. The staff was very professional. They
answered any questions that we needed. Plus, there was
a few of us that wal ked around town and did a little
shoppi ng, went into the stores. And we asked about
how -- what their feelings were about the plant and if
they were confortable with it being there and so forth.
And we had not one negative reply at all. Everyone was
very pleased with the plant.

And | too would like to see ny children grow
up, go to college, and be able to stay here as well, and
to see ny grandchildren grow up. |1’'d hate to have to go
t hrough and not get to spend tine with them

So anyway, that’s all | have to say. And
appreci ate you guys conming, and I'’mvery confident in
what y’ all are doing also. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: And t hank you,
Ter ah.

Is Dan Snow still with us? Gkay. Thank you.
W' re going to go to Jerry Vaughn and Danny Beavers and
then to JimFerland. Jerry and Danny? Ckay. Let’s go

to Ji mFerl and.
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MR FERLAND: And | do promise | wll nake

it short. On behalf of LES, thank you all very nuch
fromthe NRC for com ng here tonight. And again, on
behal f of LES, we | ook forward to working very closely
with you over the comng few nonths to process the
i cense application and then to construct and operate
what | believe will be a very safe facility for our
enpl oyees, for the citizens, and for the environnent.

| hope you are tonight as inpressed as | al ways
amwith the quality of the |eadership and the citizens
of Lea County and the surrounding communities. G ven
the comments tonight, |I essentially only have one thing
left to say. You know, we | ook forward to LES becom ng
a responsi ble corporate citizen and a key nenber of this
wonder ful community you-all have. Thank you all very
much for comng tonight. Have a safe drive hone.
Thanks.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you. | think
that’s our |ast speaker for tonight. And |I'’mgoing to
ask Lawrence Kokaj ko, NRC, to close the neeting out for
us.

MR. Kokaj ko: Good eveni ng once again. |
woul d like to thank you for attending tonight’s scoping
nmeeting for the environmental inpact statenent

associ ated with the Loui siana Energy Services’
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application for enrichnment facility. | am heartened by

the large turnout on this very significant project. And
| want to tell you that it is our pleasure to be here to
serve you

W have heard your conmments, and we will take
t hem under consideration in our environnental review
And | would Iike to invite you to attend the neeting
that we have when we devel op the draft environnental
i mpact statenment later this year.

Finally, as a matter of housekeeping, | would
be remss in ny duty if | didn’'t thank those who hel ped
make this possible, particularly the NRC staff,
particularly Melanie Wng who did a great job trying to
orchestrate and get everybody here. Jessica Unana and
Alicia WIlianmson, would y' all stand up, please? And
Carol Walls too. These people have been dynamite, and |
rely on thema |ot.

|I’d also like to introduce a couple of other
people: Lisa Clark, who's an attorney representing the
NRC, as well as one of our premer technical reviewers,
David Brown, off to the side. You re also represented
with a very fine man in Ti mJohnson, and | want to thank
Chip Caneron for facilitating as well.

Wth that in mnd, this nmeeting is adjourned.

(10:29 p.m)
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